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Having been chosen by the Durham Reunion Association, or- 

ganized in the year 1918, to undertake the compiling of this 

data, and after much time and deliberation, we finally decided 
on putting out this work.—W. B. Durham. 
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THE SCOTCH-IRISH 


During the reign of Elizabeth, Queen of England, Ulster, a 
province embracing the northern counties of Ireland, became 
depopulated by frequent rebellions and was forfeited to the 
crown. Her successor, King James the First, took measures 
for starting new colonies in that fertile country and made lib- 
eral offers tc some Scotch Presbyterians. Scotch-Irish are 
chiefly of Scotch descent, though they came to this country 
from Ireland. In 1611 King James I began colonizing Ulster, 
a barren and neglected part of Ireland, with people trom Scot- 
land and tlhe northern part of England. They began migrating 
to America about the year 1730, and at the outbreak of the 
Revolutionary war about one-sixth of the population of the 
colonies was Scotch-Irish. Under the royal protection good 
order was secured. The Irish were removed from the hills and 
established in open localities and Ulster, formerly a wild anda 
disorderly region, soon became cultivated and civilized. The 
immigrants were scattered chiefly in the counties of Down, 
Londonderry, and Antrim, and greatly assisted to build up the 
principal cities of Bangor, Derry and Belfast. Their prosper- 
ity, however, was regarded with jealousy and feelings of ani- 
moOsity by the natives of the soil who had been driven from 
their possessions. This disposition, together with a cherished 
hatred for the heretical Protestant, was the cause of the re- 
bellion that occurred thirty years afterwards, under the reign 
of Charles I. Macaulay in referring to the hostility existing be- 
tween the two races, says: “On the same soil dwelt two pop- 
ulations locally intermixed, morally and politically sundered. 
The difference of religion was by no means the only difference, 
and was perhaps not even the chief difference which existed 
between them. They sprang from different stocks; They spoke 
different languages; They had different national characters as 
strongly opposed as any two national characters in Europe. 
They were in widely different stages of civilization. There 
could therefore be little sympathy between them; and centuries 
of calamities and wrongs had generated a strong antipathy.” 
(1 Macauley’s Hist. Eng., 11-118). 


As Presbyterians and dissenters from the Church of Eng- 
land, this Scottish people experienced many embarassments. 
They were indeed, permitted to maintain their own forms ot 
worship unmolested; still they were compelled to aid in sup- 
porting a minister of the established religion, and tithes were 
rigorously exacted for this purpose. They also held their 
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lands and tenements by lease from the crown and not as pro- 
prietors of the soil. In addition to this the government began 
to impose taxes on their industry and trade like those which. 
at a later period, hampered and restricted the enterprise of the 
American colonies. Such oppression induced a respectable 
number to seek homes in America where they might escape 
these burdens. About one hundred families arrived at Boston 
in the autumn of 1718. At first they were not treated with 
due consideration, the people of this country erroneously Tre- 
garded them as Irish, whereas no term could be more offen- 
sive. No relations of affinity or of cOnsanguinity had ever ex- 
isted between the two races and they were as distinct from the 
native population of Ireland as though they had never left Scot- 
land. 


After a fruitless search along the shore, finding no place 
that suited them, in the spring of. 1719, sixteen families among 
which appear the names of Barnet, Clark, Clendennin, Gregg, 
McKeen, Mitchell, Morrison, Nesmith, and Steele, the sons and 
grandsons of whom were prominent in the founding of Bel- 
fast, “Hearing of a tract Of good land above Haverhill called 
Nutfield, from the abundance of chestnut.and wainut trees 
that grew there, selected it for their residence. Soon joined 
by others they built up a town, which in commemoration of 
the place whence many of their number had emigrated, was 
called Londonderry. These people were mostly of middle age, 
robust, persevering and adventurous; such as were well suited 
to encounter the toils of commencing a new settlement. Sub- 
ject to hardships which would have discouraged men cf less 
energy, they soon began to exert an influence extensive and ben- 
eficial. Our whole country is today the better for them. In 
the language of one of the most honored descendants, there 
has been almost no place of eminence; political, literary or pro- 
fessional, to which men Of this race have not attained. The 
number of them whose names_have been written in history is 
endless.” 


The pioneers of Londonderry’: first introduced the potato 
into New England. 


“The trait most distinguishing the character of the first 
settlers,” says the historian of Londonderry, “and the most val- 
uable in its influence was their steadfast adherence to enlight- 
ened religious principles. They were also mindful of the meang 
of education. Schools received: public. attention at an early 
period. The great proportion. could read. and write, while a 
few were more highly educated. Wherever a.Londonderry man 
was found, there, with a few exceptions; was found a sieadfast 
supporter of popular instruction as: well as other civic insti- 
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_ tutions. Within the half-century succeeding the foundations 


of the township some ten or twelve little companies had quit- 
ted its precincts and spread themselves in various parts of 
the southwest New Hampshire, in New York, Vermont and 
Nova Scotia, each forming the nucleus of a new town, which 


_ bore a marvelous family likeness to their common parent.” 


at 


Not the least scion from the original tree is our own city es- 


. tablished, as will be seen in the next chapter by the sturdy 


Scotch-Irish of old Nutfield. 


-Nutfield comprised the towns of Londonderry, Derry and 


- Windham and ports of Manchester, Hudson and Salem, New 
-. Hampshire. 
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THE FIRST SETTLERS 


Among the sixteen men who with their families first com- 
posed the settlement of Londonderry, was one John Mitchell. 
He brought with him from lreland a son of the same name then 
five years old, who learned the carpenter trade, aiso becoming 
a well known practical surveyor, and a teacher of the higher 
branches of mathematics. He being designated as John Mitchell 
Jr., Who in 1765 visited Penohsect Bay, and first lcoked upon 
the place where our cily now stands, being then a wilderness 
which no civilized person had ever penetrated, skirting the coast 
and extending as far as the eye could reach. iseadrning at Fort 
Pownall that this particular tract of timberland was tor sale, 
he communicated the information to his friends in Londonderry. 
The result was the formation of a “Community” or “propriet- 
ory” as it was cailed, for the purchase of the township. On the 
fourth day of October, 1768. proprietors, 35 in number, heli their 
first regular meeting in Londonderry and adopted certain ar- 
ticles of government. The proprietors agreed to divide the 
tract estimated to be about 15,000 acres into $1 lois or shares. 
One of the first acts which appears in record is “that we bind 
ourselves that no one shall own a right amongst us that is un- 
able to produce a certificate of good moral character to the 
satisfaction of the community, and of the gentleman of whom 
we purchase.” <A bond was eutered into to make an iinmediate 
settlement. 


(Among the given names of these 35 organizers of Belfast 
we find that the name “John” appears 13 times, “James” six 
times, “Samuel” four times. We mention here only the names 
of John Durham and John Brown in order to make history as 
brief as possible —W. B. Durham.) 


The representatives of the 51 rights agreed to divide the 
land on the shore into 52 harbor or first division lots, reserv- 
ing one lot, No. 26, “ter the first gospel] minister that is settled; 
Viz., 100 acres of the norti end, und the remainder ot the south 
end to be a common, to build a meeting house on, and a giave- 
yard and a training-lfield. 


These lots contained from 96 to 122 acres cach. 


Due notice having been served on the propriciors of this 
tract of land, they met in Londonderry, N. Hampshiie, on March 
8, 1769, to draw their several lots acvording to certain plotted 
survey made around the edge of the Day. John Durham drew 
lot No. 9 containing 107 acres and 40 rods, and John Brown 
lot No. 18 containing 102 acres and 40 rods. 
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JOHN DURHAM OF CHESTER, N. H. 


John Durham of Chester, N. H., came from Londonderry, 
Ireland, and was married to Mary Tolford in 1734 (as recorded 
in the U. S. of Bradford). Their son, Tolford, was born in 
Chester, although John D. before and after had lived in London- 
derry, N. H., according to the History of Londonderry. He was 
one of the Grantees of the original tract of land, and drew Lot 
No. 9 in the first division of the town of Belfast, Maine, in 1768, 
Oct. 4th, and for several years he foliowed the sea. He settled 
in Belfast in 1773, bringing his two sons, Tolford and John who 
was about five years younger, born in 1744 and 1749 respectively. 


John D. Sr. was one of the two town wardens, chosen at 
the organization in 1773. 


(We mention the name of John Brown in connection with 
the Durhams for the reason that the two sons of John Durhazna. 
namely Tolford and John, later married daughters of Join 
Brown.) 


John Durham and John Brown were classed as yeomen; 
meaning no doubt a small Jand Owner or farmer. 


From the history of Belfast, Maine, U. S. A., nage 92, we 
take the following, (By John Williamson, 1877): 


John Brown, probably a son of John Brown, who was reg- 
istered on the Londonderry tax list of 1750, was born in i732 
and came here the third year of the settlement, having drawn 
lot No. 18 in the first division. He was chairman of the first 
board of selectmen, chosen Nov. 11, 1773 and repeatedly held 
other offices of trust. While residing in Londonderry he hed 
been a commissioned officer of the Provincial army, and served 
in the French war. He was a man of great vigor, energy, and 
honesty. He died here, May 13, 1817, aged 82 years and is 
buried in the east grave-yard. His family consisted of one son 
and eight daughters, as follows: 


1 Jane, born Feb. 1, 1758, married Tolford Durham and 
died Feb. 9, 1855, aged 97 years. 


2 Elizabeth, born 1760, married Jchn Durham, and died 
July 1853, aged 93 years. 


On page 93 we find the following: John Durham, the owner 
of lot No. 9, arrived June 24, 1773, accompanied by his two 
sons, Tolford and JOhn. He Was one of the two town wardens, 
chosen at the organization in 1773. 
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During the Revolution he went to Thomaston, or St. George, 
where he died probably about 1788. Tolford, his eldest son, 
born in Chester, New Hampshire in 1744, moved with his father’s 
family to Londonderry when a boy. For several years he tol- 
lowed the sea. In 1779 he built a log hut on lot No. 31, Opposite 
the house now occupied by his descendants, and married Jane 
Brown, the daughter of John Brown. Mr. Durham was commis- 
sioned as a lieutenant of militia soon after the incorporation of 
the town. He is erroneously supposed by White ‘o have had 
charge of a company during the Revolution. It is certain, 
however, that he participated in the ill-fated Penohcscot ex- 
pedition. Early in this century he held various municipal of- 
fices. He became a member of the First Church in 1799, was 
chosen deacon the year following and held the position during 
his life. In 1795 he was appointed postmaster. During his of- 
ficial term, the office was kept in his house on the east side of 
the river. He was one of the managers whose aid secured the 
East Bridge, and succeeded Jonathan Wilson as toll-gatherer. 


Deacon Durham died Nov. 13, 1836, age 92. Mr. White 
refers to him as “in his 82nd year, enjoying good health, and 
all the native energies of his mind.” His wife survived him un- 
til Feb. 9, 1855. 


Their children were as follows: 


Mary, born Aug. 20, 1778, died Aug. 14, 1780. 

William, born Oct. 29, 1780. 

John, born Mch. 8, 1783. 

James, born June 6, 1785, died June 19, 1875. 

Jean, born Sept. 23, 1787. 

Mary(2nd), born Apr. 7, 1790. 

David, born July 7, 1792 (Grandpa, who came to lowa 
in 1838). 

Margaret, born July 8, 1794. 

Sally, born Dec. 13, 1796. 

Joshua Tolford, born Jan. 12, 1799. 

Jonathan, born May 9, 1802. 


John, the second son, as stated above, married Elizabeth 
Brown, a sister of the wife of his brother Tolford, in Dec. 1780. 
In 1796 he purchased lot No. 36, containing 109 acres, for 
$1400.00. This lot proved one of the most valuable in town. 
Its southern boundary was main strect., 


In 1798 Mr. Durham began life on this lot in a loz house, 
situated in the rear of the New England House. He afterwards 
built and removed to a one-story irame house on High Street, 
which stood upon the site of McClentocks block of brick dwell- 
ings. In 1811 he removed to the dwelling house built by him 


~ 


eeteeD Je 10 noleamodT of inew od sotslovest sd} a 
702 ireblo sid brOMoT 2811 mode | idadorg belh od 
e'vediat aid ifitw bavom P51 ot ovtteg woh elaodD at 
-for of praey Imoree wR ol 6 asdw yee Hobtod ol ‘Ulett 
etiwogqo .[e .o% tof au dod gol a Hind of @ T ai .ane ont 
Set heittem hoe .2tesbteosed alt yd belquoso won 
rumes 2e7 Hoot 24 .nword ndot Yo tatiicadh off , 
ms nollLrrvogwedk os 19930 dove Shtitia te trate meth 2 an »" 
bat avad of ogid¥7 yd hose “Ne ulotosnetss bt sH Meat 
finives e 91” «oligtovell ad) yuiteh wisaitiod 4 To 9 
“ro Joog Niort betel- iti on? a born: riotitaq of ted) ove 
-) Loeisinity. ggotmy bled od vruitisp el al vivak ntl 
ager GGT? at toaend> rest of) Yo usdemen® 2 smaced oH £685 
fultub gotieog olf hled bas acivroiia) ise ¢ Saf aovasd nono 
to ain aniivd -retepgtiaeg hotttogge,aaw ef aeTi al ofl eld 
to eff) jac sf! ago oetod eld i Sged apa sofe ed), ame) Ieloa 
offt beriooe bie aeodtw etosewam efY IO seo eow oH otevin one 
7a on~-[tod ag noaliW sasdfanol bebidoone bane ovbint ral 


ointw 4M. 88 ova .ORSt Sf we. both. madveti noased 
bie wtlesd boos whivola® ce baB8 etd af” da mid o8 ot 
-ny afi hovivige oliw 2H “. bation etd Yo cobetens svilan 9d} 

SBI 0 dot 


*swolial es sievr aoriiltds tlefT 


O271 tL .awA pbelb 27TE Of swA mod wah 
O2yT O§ 390 aot .treittiw 

LOrt .2 sloM atod ,dot 

cv2l @lvetul both dani 2 egut mod somal 
Jari 2° Ja08 atod «sal 

Ost  .14GA seod ,(hok)risM 

awol of sno odw .sghbaniD) Sev. .¥vist assed. dived 
.(80ar al 

>OTl 8 viol aod. jetagtaM. .~ 

Ser 8f se miod .gitee 

Met &! nel gptod .btotleT pssd2ot 

802! .€ 1aM aiod «sticavl 


fioadestit hbolryusm vols bolete an .noe hadose of anot © 1.78 
46ii ceatl at. boetieot isiiow en io otiw of) te role we oo. a 
‘a .29750 O01 seatoisthnos 38 of tol bapanoane of Stl at 
wor «1 sidsslsy Jaom sit To smo hevorg sol etaT 89) 

Fie Aastra, athe Baw ‘(repstuod arsijicoe | 


enod gol « ot sot aldh te ‘otth aged cotyotl 1M aerr a 

ain retip sbi. eH bitetgiel wat site to Hoon axld ct hoods 
tows Aglil ao, Semon srt oeide-sito’ 6 

wr Sait doh $6, WOT” AhOUPH ION. to oie 

adit Yd Hind gaitiod Suillowb owt): Oy bevourtrod &t 


- es re io at 


that year on Main St., known as the Avery house, from Captain 
William Avery, his son-in-law, who lived there for several 
years. When the lot was conveyed to him, that portion now 
covered by Phoenix Row, was fenced with brush and used as 
a pasture. 


Mr. Durham died Oct. 25, 1823, aged 74 years. Mrs. Dur- 
ham died July 8, 1853, aged 93 years. The following were their 
children: John, David, Elizabeth, James, Jonathan, Mary, Anna, 
William, Isabella and Sarah. 


In 1793 some of the proprietors ascertained that by an 
error in the original survey they were excluded from a large 
tract of land. So a meeting of the proprietors of the town cf 
Belfast was held and a competent surveyor employed. This 
survey showed that an error of several hundred acres had been 
made. James Patterson, Tolford Durham and John Durham 
were chosen as a committee of three representing the proprie- 
tors, who notified the Waldo heirs as to the new survey. Where- 
upon Gen. H. Knox, as owner of the unsold lands belonging to 
the Waldo patent, disputed their claims to the land. And in 
his letter to the aforesaid committee, General Knox addressed 
the Committee as follows: 


Gentlemen: It has long been understood by me that certain 
proprietors of Belfast, in the year 1793 under the pretense of 
perambulating the boundaries of said town, as surveyed by 
Chadwick in the year 1769, and deeded on the 29th day of Aug- 
ust of the same year, by the heirs of Brigadier Gen. Waldo 
to Moses Barnet and others, did alter and extend the boundaries 
of said Town, so as to embrace upwards of 2800 acres of my 
land. This encouchment, if true, can neither be for the honor 
nor interest of the proprietors of Belfast nor can it be submitted 
to by me without the most strict investigation. If the proprietors 
according to their deed have a legal right to the quantity em- 
braced by their survey by Clark in 1793, they will undoubtedly 
hold it. But if they have no legal right, they will involve them- 
selves in difficulty and expense in usurping my lands. In order 
to prevent any evil consequences to either the proprietors or 
myself, let us rationally examine the grounds of difference. I! 
propose therefore, that three experienced surveyors of integrity 
and upright character be mutually chosen by us who shall be 
sworn to the faithful performance of their duty, who shall 
reinstall the boundaries of the surveys of Chadwick, on which 
the deed of 1769 was founded. I hope a proposition so safe 
will be received and consented to by the proprietors. If how- 
ever, no agreement should be made before the first day of Aus. 
next, such legal steps shall be taken on my part as the case 
may require. But I think in all cases, where an amicable agree- 


ment can be had, the expenses of the law aught to be avoided. 
I am Gentlemen, with Esteem, Your humble servant, 


H. KNOX. 
To Messrs. James Patterson : 
Tolford Durham : A committee of the 
John Durham : Proprietors of Belfast. 


(Draft of the letter among the Knox Papers in library of 
the New England Historical Genealogical Society, copied by per- 
mission of the Directors.) 


No settlement having been received at this time, the gues- 
tion was again raised by a representative of the proprietors 
named Robert Houston by letter to Gen. Knox, in Jan. 1806 
which brought forth another letter of reply, this time making 
the proposition that the proprietors select one surveyor and he 
(Knox) choose one and with aid of chainmen the resurvey of 
the disputed lands. And further making the request that the 
survey be made the next month, Feb., and he would pay the 
expense. 


On October lst the proprietors held a special meeting and 
chose John Cochran and Tolford Durham to visit Gen. Knox 
to make a fair representation of the disputed tines. On the 
10th of Oct. Gen. Knox addressed a letter to his surveyor, 
James Malsom, stating that Durham and Cochran, the propri- 
etors’ committee, had agreed to have a resurvey made. 


One paragraph of this letter reads as follows: The accur- 
ate survey of this Belfast is a matter of great moment to me, 
and I request Mr. Lewis and his chainmen may be employed 
on this occasion. Notice must be previously given to the pro- 
prietors, through their committee, Messrs. Durham and Cochran. 


The proposed survey was finally consummated and result- 
ed in favor of the proprietors.—History of Belfast, Maine, U. 
S. A. 
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DURHAM SCOTCH-IRISH RECORDS 


The following letter and record came too late to be given 
mention in the proper order so will be added here. 


We think it quite probable that our John was the son of 
John and Elizabeth (Clelland) Durham, as they were married 
in the year 1716 and John was born in 1717 and, as reported 
elsewhere in our records, died in 1788 at Thomaston, Maine. 


, Bei. 
MRS. JAMES C. DURHAM 
12 Church Street 
Belfast, Maine 
June 2, 1929. 


MY DEAR MR. DURHAM: 


I have just got in touch with a William Durham, who is 
engaged on a work, “The Durhains in America.” He has sent 
ame the following enclosed which I am forwarding to you, think- 
ding that if you have not had it you would be interested. He 
thinks our John was a son of John and Elizabeth (Clelland) 
and it seems very probable. I have records of six children ot 
John and Mary (Tolford), one daughter being FPlizabeth, named 
probably for the grandmother. He also had a record that our 
John was born in 1717 and died at Thomaston in 1788. Said 
some cousin of his gave him the record. He is descended from 
the brother James, born 1696. Will you let me know when 
your book is published and what it will cost? 


Very sincerely, 
GERTRUDE F. DURHAM. 


ANDREW DURHAM was born in Forfar, Forfarshire, 
Scotland in 1644. From him are descended most of the fam- 
Mlies of the name in that locality and is supposed to be of the 
Same family from which the Villaze of Durhamtown, situated 
between Edinburgh and Glascow, was named. 

‘He married Mary McKinley in 1667 and had three children, 
Andrew born in 1668, Laur in 1670, and John in 1672. 


JOHN DURHAM, son of Andrew and Mary (McKinley) 
Durham, went to Ireland in 1690 and settled in Kiltynaule, 
County of Tyrone, near Caledon, 


+He ‘married Auna Patton in 1692 and had four children, 
10-A 


John born in 1694, James in 1696, Andrew in 1697, and Anna 
in 1698. 


JOHN DURHAM, son of John and Anna (Patton) Durham, 
marricd Elizabeth Clelland of Crossgar, County Down, in 1716. 


They had a large family but none of their descendants re- 
side in Jreland. They must have all emigrated to the colonies. 


JAMES DURHAM, son of John and Anna (Patton) Dur- 
ham, married Elizabeth Hamilton of Caledon, County Down, 
in 1718. 


Three sons are mentioned, John born in 1721, James in 1729, 
and Andrew in 1733. His will was dated Sept. 6, 1762 and prov- 
ed Feb. 2, 1763. He probably died late in 1762. 


(The foregoing Scotch-Irish records are printed by per- 
mission of Wm. C. Durham, of Kingston, Mass. The records 
were secured by Henry Welles Durham, of New York City.) 


It might seem to some that family history and cenealogy is 
a very simple and easy matter. To those so minded, let me say: 
Just try it once. Though some have been very kind and consid- 
erate, aud here I wish to express my sincere thanks! You have 
made it possible for us to make this little volume worth while. 
On the other hand, some of our nearest relatives have been 
the hardest to reach. I have written letters to severa! states 
asking for information from people of the same name and have 
Leen completely ignored. | have met several Durhams of the 
Southern Branch who were unable to trace their ancestry more 
than two generations back. 


Our people are now scattered from Maine to California. 


My father told me when I was yet a boy that before the 
Revolution there were three brothers came over from the north 
of lreland; two of them stayed in the north and settled in Hel- 
fast, Maine; the other one went south and ali trace of him or 
his whereabouts were lost. But if I were to make a guess, I 
think it more probable that the two brothers went south, leav- 
ing “Old John Durham” in the north. The history of lelfast 
by Williamson has been a great help to us. The old family Bible 
is another source of information, with its family record evi- 
dently made by (grandpa) David Durham, who came from Bel- 
fast, Maine, to Iowa. Also Mrs. James C. Durham of L[elfast, 
Clifton Moore, formerly of Belfast, now in California, who gave 
us some valuable data. W. B. Durham. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 


By LORA DURHAM DAVEY 
(Londonderry Air With Slight Variation) 


1. 


Two hundred years ago in Belfast, Ireland, 

A Scottish group oppressed by troubles rare; 

Visions of freedom turning hopes toward New England, 
They crossed the sea to build a Londonderry there. 
Numbered among these Pilgrims were our ancestors 
Braving the hardships of a country new 

A call to arms——with right and might the conquerors 
Through death and suffering peace and independence grew. 


From history came glimpses of the characters, 

Of deeds uplifting in the paths of right; 

With men of eminence the Durham name appears, 

A beacon light to guide us on to unknown heights, 
With Mary Tolford as his bride we find John Durham, 
Establishing for us this family tree; 

The strength of hardy pioneers its foundation, 

Among the branches now are found both you and me. 


In Belfast, Maine first sprang the branches of this tree; 
Its vital strength enhanced by power above; 

A tree thus blessed is prone to reach from sea to sea; 
Its branches joined as one by bonds of kindred love. 
Then Westward-Ho! came David and his Nancy wife, 
Bringing their little ones—staunch hearts and brave. 
Death’s Angel halts them while he takes away the wife. 
Oh Death! where is thy victory beyond the grave. 


4. 


“Durham's Ford” is crossed, a home is built upon the bank, 
With boat and ferry anchored by its door, 

Long days and nights Des Moines’ dark waters rose and sank 
Abcut its “hewn logs, clapboard roof and puncheon floor”, 
They have passed on our heritage this path of right, 

God's love still guides us as in the days of yore, 

Through years of time He leads us by His Kindly Light, 

To mect with Hlim and all our loved ones gone before. 


(Rendered by Lora Durham Davey and sister, Blanche E. Ris- 
inger, Lyle W. Durham, ‘cello, at the 15th annual reunion, 
Grand View Park, Des Moines, lowa, Aug. 21, 1932.) 
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BELFAST DURING THE REVOLUTION 


Among the most decided in resistance to the oppressive 
acts of British domination were the Scotch-Irish colonists. ‘he 
encroachments upon the civil and religious rights of their fath- 
ers in the mother country prepared them to espouse, and steaa- 
ily to maintain, the cause of American Independence. (Parkers’ 
Hist. Londonderry, 102). Although dwelling within a few miles 
of Ft. Pownell, whose officers were loyal to the Crown, the pev- 
ple of Belfast did not hesitate, at an early period of the Revo- 
lution, to take an open stand for liberty. The War message 
from Lexington, which, in the language of Bancroft, “was never 
suffered to droop, till it had been borne north, and south, east 
and west throuchout the land” “and spread over the bays that 
receive the Saco and the Penobscot,” soon breathed its in- 
spiring word to our wilderness settlement. At the first town 
meeting after the important events of 1775, a committee of 
safety and inspection was chosen, consisting of John Tufft, John 
Brown, Solon Stevenson, James Patterson, and Samue! Houston. 
The new Government of Massachusetts was promptly recognized. 
During this year Ft. Pownell was dismantied by Capt. Mowatt, 
who was also credited with other deeds of traitorous destruc- 
tion. 


“In the summer of 1775,” relates John Davidson, “my 
neighbor Durham came to my house reporting he had seen red ° 
coats with rlistening cuns in his field, as soon as the men 
came near enough to be recognized, I knew two of them, viz., 
Capt. Shute, of Sandy Point. and a Mr. Black, his neizhbor. 
There were twelve red coats, British prisoners, who were taken 
further east. (They had been taken prisoners at Machias and 
were delivered to General Washington, at Cambridze. The 
question as to the treatment to be accorded to these led to the 
memorable correspondence upon the subject between Washing- 
ton and the British commander, Gage.—Drake’'s Life of Knox, 
19) and were on their way to Boston. They were brought here 
by Captain Shute, Mr. Black. and another man. John Durham 
Jr., Samuel Mitchell, and myself, took them in a boat, and car- 
ried them to Camden. We there sat in the stern of the boat. 
with our guns in good Order and loaded. No doubt the pris- 
oners could have taken us, as they probably had each a knife, 
had they attempted it. Some of them appeared cress and ill- 
natured, but they made no attempt to go from us. When we 
reached Camden, we delivered them to Minard, (Probably Major 
William Minot, a prominent citizen of Camden) to be sent to 
ocadquarters. (Davidson's Narrative). 
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During the summer of 1777, in consequence of an attack 
by the British upon Machias, several companies of militia were 
ordered there for protection against future aggression. In 
‘the “muster-roll of the detachment of Colonel Brewer's regiment, 
under the command of Captain Gilman, from Aug. 18 to Sept. 
17,” appear the names of Tolford Durham, Lieutenant, whose 
‘pay as allowed was £8 2s, and John Durham, David Gilmore, 
and James Miller, privates, £2 each for one month's pay. (Mus- 
ter roll in Secretary's office, Boston.) This was the full quota 
of Belfast. 


In 1778, the inhabitants voted unanimously to approve and 
adopt the Constitution which the Massachusetts colony had 
prepared for acceptance. But the measure was rejected through- 
out the province, and no organized government existed until 
two years later. “In Sept. 1778," says Davidson, “a report was 
‘brought by two friendly Indians to our field officers that Indians 
and Tories, commanded by the British, were coming down three 
rivers, viz., St. John, Penobscot, and Kennebec. But such prov- 
ed to be a false report.” (Davidson's Narrative.) 


The British still continued to harass the inhabitants and 
issued an oath of allegiance to the British Crown, namely King 
George III, King of Great Britain, France, Ireland, and of the 
Colonies of North America, now falsely calling themselves the 
United States of America, etc., etc., All this I swear, ete., etc. 
Most of the inhabitants of Belfast fled for other parts. Those 
who remained were threatened and coerced into signing the 
oath as a measure of safety, against their will. 
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NOW AN OLD BRICK HOUSE 


A recent trip to the old homestead now reveals a sad con- 
dition. The house, built by Hiram F. Durham(my father) in 
1874, now in a dilapidated condition, and the barn, built by 
his father at an earlier date, are all the buildings left of what 
was, in the long ago, a happy home, where I spent 19 years of 
my young life. The old brick house showed no signs of life; 
no one there to welcome us. The house was securely locked, 
and a notice on one door read, “this property is insured against 
trespassers by Wallaces’ Farmer and Homestead Co.” The 
Des Moines river bank has washed away to the extent of 150 
feet or more, necessitating a span of bridge on the south end. 
The Wabash railroad company riprapped the bank above the 
bridge and made other precautions to stop the wash or the 
house would have gone in the river 20 years or more ago. As 
it is, the bank is 25 or 30 feet from the house now. The shingles 
are mostly gone on the west side, makes one wonder if it has 
ever been reshingled. 


We drove to the Eureka cemetery, where so many of our 
kin have been laid to rest. Grandpa and three of his sons and 
many of their descendants have been buried there, also my 
mother’s father, John Lee. 


Then we returned to the home of J. P. Durham, near Iola 
school, where his wife, Julia, is seriously ill and J. P. is poorly, 
also. 


Mrs. Durham and our two daughters, Blanche Risinger and 
Lora M. Davey, with Derby Davey as driver, made up the dele- 
gation.—W. B. D. 


In the picture of the old homestead on opposite page are: 
Left to right, Hiram F. Durham; Elizabeth; on barrel in front, 
I). Russell: on portico Wm B; Anme May and N. Jane Dur- 
ham near the window directly behind one of the men. 
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” JOHN. DURHAN’S_ LETTER 


- The following letter; written by John Durham to his -fath- 
er, illustrates the privations occasiOned by the war.. I received 
the original from Joseph J: Durham, of Chelsea, Mass. (Joseph 
““Williamson) (Hist. Belfast). 


The letter follows: Honored Father and Mother. I send you 
these few lines to let you know that Iam well at present, blessed 
be God for it, and hope these lines will find you well. The 
‘times is grown harder, there -is nothing to be bought without 
giving big prices. I could not git corn in Derry under fifteen 
Shillings a bushel, and the hauling would. make it, as it was 
in Newbry, which is Twenty Shillings a bushel and I did not 
bie any, for the Congress has rated corn at $ Shillings a bush- 
el, and if they can make the acts take place; it is the opinion 
of every body that things will be cheaper; and in the country 
it is as bad as in the town, for they will not sell their goods 
at any rate. I have sold the land you had:in Newchester for 
three hundred and fifty dollars, and taken a.note for the money 
and given an obligation for the deed and sent it down to you, 
and I have sent the obligation down to you for you to draw a 
deed by, and you must get the deed up: as: soon as possible. 
Joshua Tolford said he would leave the-money with Hemphill 
if the deed was not come. And I have: sent one hondred and 
one quarter of rice, and you may let the rest of your children 
have some of it, Six Pounds powder for you and Tolford, ] ax, 
1 pound of powder, 5 (illegible), two Ahnanacks, four papers 
needles 10 roes of pins, let. Miss Patterson. have three roes, 
_and divide the rest between you and Tolford, and there is but 
little to be got nowdays by hard work, and I have a mind to try 
my luck at privateering one short Cruse, and [ hope to get home 
in four Months, and I would have you try ‘if you can get John 
Barnet to help you make up the fences’in the spring, and pay 
him in grain, and sow as much spring grain as possible. I 
intend to send fifteen dolars down to you.and fifteen I. intend 
to leave with Hemphill, to buy corn if it grows cheaper. It is 
in me to write more, but I leave you to God and your prudence 
to carry on the spring work as well as‘you can, and I trust in 
God I shall get home in a few months. . hwould not have Joseph 
to be discouraged, for if he ecarry’s onvwell and | get. home 
well, I will reward him well. -So I: ad: no: more, but remain 
your. Dutiful son, 

/JOHN. DURHAM. 
- Newbury Port, February. 24th, 1778. 


Addressed to. John. Durham,. at. Belfast, >;Maine—William- 
-80n, Hist. Belfast. 
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“SKETCH 


Owing to the lack of space we are obliged to omit much 
of the privations and hardships of our forebears on the settl- 
ing of a new country both before and after the Revolution; 
however we herewith enumerate a few incidents after the war: 
In June 1779 a British force took possession of Maja-Bagaduce. 
And as will appear in another chapter, nearly all the people of 
Belfast subscribed to the oath of allegiance to Great Britain, 
as a condition of safety, yet after the defeat of the ill-fated 
Penobscot expedition, in August of that year, they abandoned 
their homes, and sought refuge beyond the reach of the en- 
emy. The municipal organization was suspended untii after 
peace. 


In 1784, doubts having arisen as to the legality of resum- 
ing municipal government without additional legislative author- 
ity, the following petition was signed by several of the inhabi- 
tants: 


TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES IN GENERAL COURT ASSEMBLED: 


The Petition of the inhabitants of Belfast, in the County 
of Lincoln and in the Cominonwealth of ye Massachusetts. Hum- 
bly Sheweth that upon the Enemy’s taking Post at Machabag- 
aduce, That we were under the necessety to leave our Places 
and move off, and is now Begun to Return, and as we have held 
no annual Town meeting since the ycar 1779, and is at present 
but a smail party, not more than Fourteen Families, and thinks 
we are Destitute of Power to Hold Town Meetings according to 
Law, Therefore we Pray your Honours to take us under consid- 
eration, and give us Directions How to Proceed in regard to 
the same, so that we may Hold Town Meetings as Foimerly. 
And as in Duty Bound shall ever Pray. 


N. B. We would acquaint your Honours that we Did not 
Receive your orders to give in a valuation of our Estate Real 
and Personal with the Number of our People until ye. 9 of No- 
vember. 


Belfast, ye. 18 Nov. 1784. 


JOHN COCHRAN. WILLIAM PATTERSON. 
BENJAMIN NESMETH. JOHN BROWN 
SAMUEL HOUSTON. JOHN GILMORE 
ROBERT PATTERSON. TOLFORD DURHAM, 
JAMES PATTERSON. JOHN DURHAM. 


NATHANIEL PATTERSON. JAMES MILLER. 
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On the twenty-fourth of Feb. the following resolve passed 
both branches: 


Resolve on the petition of the inhabitants of the town of 
Belfast, authorising Jon. Buck Esq., to issue his warrent for 
the purpose mentioned. 


Whereas, it appears to this Court that, from the events of 
the late war, the inhabitants of the town Of Belfast, in the 
County of Lincoln, were obliged to abandon their dwellings, 
and for a number of years seek refuge in the western parts of 
this Commonwealth and by that means have been deprived of 
ithe legal methoi cf calling town meetings for transacting pub- 
lic business of the same town,— 


Therefore, Resolved, that Jon. Buck, Esq., be and he is here- 
by, authorized and empowered to issue his warrent to some 
prominent person authorizing him to call a meeting for the 
purpose of choosing such necessary officers as were necessary 
to conduct the business of the town according to Law, in the 
Month of March annually. 


In accordance with this resolve, Mr. Buck issued the order, 
or warrent to John Tuft, as follows: 


The warrant was accordingly issued to the said John Tuft, 
and the town of Belfast, Maine, was finally, after a period of 
six years, restored to a municipal government. 


After the reconstruction of the town. the matter of taxa- 
tion again became agitated, and a second petition upon the 
subject was presented: 


That we the long depressed inhabitants of Belfast beg 
leave to inform this Honorable Court that it is but two years 
since a number of the inhabitants returned to this town, and 
some but one year; our ordinary houses gone to destruction; 
our fences eniirely ruined; our land grown over to brush. 
Numbers of these families have neither Ox or Cow to this day, 
and some have ceen obliged to carry out a Sloop load of wood 
on their shoulders to purchase ye necessary Comforts of life. 
And such is our Circumstances at this time that we have no 
Commodity for a Market but Cordwood; and that will fetch 
money at any price. There are some in this town that can 
assure this Honorable Court that they have not had Two Dol- 
lars of their own for two years past. 


We are not pleading from any unwillingness to pay Taxes; 
for we are entirely willing to do all we can to pay the Public 
Charges But as there is no Currency among us, we beg that 


15 


boeeaq ovioest basalts om} .det to er TQ 


30. .6%Od sdy to stapiiviodin aif} lo. Oleisa SY, vO ation 
id insiiew. sid oieal ot ..pet sou not, Sutetnotinp 4 a 
Bonoiiesa: peoq in 


to einevys ods anot] jedi itaodD at: tt eineqas u ‘inmate 
of ai debisif lo-mwor off to easiest Heedir! oa) jew 
wuettiowh tial) dfobmads of hesitda ais -ridoahl lo 
to eircg oveleow ail} Ai 6aulot Mook 2389y JO tein & 103 ba : 
to bevivdeb dbat eykd eared dads “ad bon AilsewnonnikoS | 
GCuq Hitiokecsts 16) egotisgns mvH) infil ae Yo fodisin tepals 
~ttwGt emina ati io ceeded < 


gd 2t of based pe oul col heft bevines .o10%ésmadT mie 
; om 
etroe at Jneitiiw sid spest 6) botleveqnis fre hesivodina a ae aa 


> ¢ . , i. ; 
ef) of giijoon: a» ilsS of int yirsiteniais goateq Reapers “ 
Erpeeeoan siaw es etevitio ~reeesogn Cova antaooda 20qTag 
¥ . . — 
od) fi em of anibtesc8 oavol od} to: aeosiend od) smeiheangl ' 


ciobaas tom to a ) 


be. 


Jisbto od) boasal dovli aM .oviodet. elit tbe sonphiocesn al ea 


ewollot an aWyT att os 9TeW 7 


eee 


us? adel bise ot of hevea) vissibvoses caw fuattraw sft — 
jo belived 6 15tis .vilenh ezecw .eotalh ya! eet to wae: ony wire 
inoruittevoy LAGMihigt@ £ 4! beTolaa1 2yHa¢E 


“SKe) WO Igthst off Od of 20 OV IBTisMODeN oy ree 
eh) rgoquy sovtieqg bnoooe s bas ,belaligs, satsoed aigas 
-holieneig enw 


sort ‘fei To einntidgdial pozeongsh snof oft ow tadT._ 
ZEUS ine tu 2i i Jed) t1y09 oldgromol! etdt meotat os evi 
bas .wot vid of bento elistdedat ods to toda 8 
;dottedtiaeb Of sci iQ seated viscthte wo fiehy one tnd 
kewl af 4946 avwota Dant-iso sbodigr vietiine weone) 
tah iat o1 wod 10 xO. Taililen sved goin) seo) jo SOI 
fieerw jo. bsol.qoole s Jue waiso ol boylto ness overt ents bee 
STL Io efialingO vinegsoed st achisi, oO) »ibiuedse tied) ae % 
on evant ow sadt ant) elds Ja gootienbsat) wo a dove bah 
oper Miw-jatt han {hoawhw) iid JodieM Biot ylibomael 
veo Jos avos HAT ni omio4s op tik ook ye ja t » 
-totl ew ba jou Svat vost Site, otters eis} ¢ v 
| eee etn Sth st¥o ated) Yo a 


jaecnT Yexy of acannaiifivens tive atom? adthanta jou vie oW 
vide ad! yaq ot tao ow Mn obves guttiiw viotiine ata ms 
fads yod ow 4d anonin YouSTMID On ef oud) an ith soe 


at 


a 


2 


this Honorable Court would take these our distressed Circum- 
stances into their most serious Consideration, and spare us 
from Public taxes for sometime, as your wisdom shall see fit, 
and our distressing circumstances Call for; This Honorable 
Court Granting a Gracious hearing to our Humble Petition. 
Your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever Pray. 


Belfast, July 12, 1786. 


JOHN TUFT. JOHN COCHRAN. 
SOLON STEPHENSON. JOHN BROWN. 
JOHN DURHAM. SAML. HOUSTON, 
TOLFORD DURHAM. ROBT. PATTERSON. 
SAM’L. McKEEN. WM. PATTERSON. 


JAMES PATTERSON. 


This petition met with the following response from the Gen- 
eral Court: 


November 11, 1786. 


On petition of the inhabitants of the town of Belfast, showing 
that during the late war they were obliged from their exposed 
situation to the enemy, to desert their possessions, and suffer- 
ed great loss in their interest, whereby they are rendered un- 
able to pay the public taxes assessed to them, and praying for 
the remission of the said taxes: Accordingly the said tax was 
declared exempted, except the tax assessed the last previous 
March, and the treasurer notified accordingly. 


In a few years two Meeting Houses were built, and the 
public taxed for the same. 


A man to become a resident of Beifast was required to 
give satisfactory evidence of Good Character before being ad- 
mitted. 


And if a man or family appeared liable to become a public 
charge, he was rejected and Warned to leave. 


—Hist. Belfast by Williamson. 
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JAMES DURHAM 


James Durham, born June 6, 1785, son of Tolford and Jane 
B. Durham. His first wife was a McCrillis. Their only child, 
Nancy, married a Forbes, and their children were Mary D. 
Forbes, of Belfast. Maine(now in her seventies), and James 
Forbes, deceased, of Bridgewater, Mass. 


James Forbes had two children, Ralph and Albert, P. O. 
Bridgewater, Mass. 


James Durham’s secOnd wife was a Betsy Mathews(sister 
of Joseph). Their children were Sarah, Tolford(who took the 
trip to California in 1849 from Durham’s Ford), Mary, Frank 
Fred and Amanda. 


Sarah married Leander Mathews. ‘Their children were 
Wm. Addie and Frank. William only was married and has two 
children, One boy and one girl, somewhere in middle west. 


Tolford married Caroline Merithew. Their children were: 
Charles, college graduate, deceased, Albert F., and Le Roy, col- 
lege graduate, deceased. 


Caroline, daughter of James Durham, married Manter Doll- 
off, of Gardner, Maine. They have two sons and one daughter. 


Albert F. married and lives at Monroe, Maine. His children 
were: Victor, lieutenant in late war, deceased; Caroline, nurse 
at Bangor, Maine; Charles, college graduate, accountant, 
Seattle, Washington. 


Mary, daughter of James Durham, married Lorenzo Moore 
(brother of John). Their only child, Elizabeth D., unmarried, 
is a stenOgrapher in Boston; address 158 Myrtle Street, Mel- 
rose, Mass. 


Frank, son of James Durham, married Sarah White and 
lived in Belfast. Their children were: Frank, deceased; William, 
stock buyer, Kansas City, Mo.; James C., bank director, Bel- 
fast, Maine. 


Annie married Benj. Hazletine. 
Lena married Starrell. 
Frank married unknown. 


Fred and Amanda, children of James Durham, were un- 
married. 
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Descendants of Margret Durham, born June 8, 1794, daugh- 
ter of Tolford and Jane B. Durham. 


Margret married Joseph Mathews(brother of Betsy, wife of 
James). Their children were: 


Jane, married John Moore, brother of Lorenzo, 
Their children were: 

Fred J., deceased. 

Emma J. 

Frank A., deceased. 

Clarence, deceased. 

Margret P. Waite, widow, R1, Box 514, Los Angeles. 
Clarence J., deceased. 


Emma J. married N. F. Mayo, deceased. She now lives at 
Sola, Cuba. Their children were: Edith Jane, married Knights, 
Lexington, Mass.; John Alden, unmarried, Sola, Cuba. 


Frank A. married Alice Field. Their children are: Gladys 
K., teacher, P. O. Franklin Park, Mass., Esther M., nurse, Frank- 
lin Park, Mass., John F., married, one son, Franklin Park, Mass., 
Margret P., at school at Franklin Park, Mass, 


Descendants of Jonathan Durham, born May 9, 1802, son of 
Tolford and Jane B. Durham. 


Jonathan Durham, married Susan Field. Their children 
were: Susan Jane, married a Pringree, two of their children 
are living, (Miss Mary D. Forbes, of Northport Ave., Belfast, 
Maine, can give details); Mary Eleanor, married Benj. Black. 
one daughter, Edith, is living; Sarah married a Fuller end 
has several children in the state of Washington; Georgia married 
a Knight, of Bridgton, Maine, no children, 


(Notes made by Margret P. Waite and Clifton M. Moore at home 
of W. B. Durham, Milo, lowa, Sept. 20, 1923. 
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FROM “MASSACHUSETTS SOLDIERS AND SAILORS OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR.” 


VOL. V. PAGE 87. 


John Durham, private Capt. Andrew Grant’s detachment 
from Col. Josiah Brewsters’ Rest., enlisted Aug. 18, 1777, ser- 
vice to Sept. 1, 1777, detachment marched to assistance of Ma- 
chias, Roll Penobscot. 


VOL. V. PAGE 88. 


Tolford Durham, 2d. Lieut., Capt. Sam’l Houston's Co., 
Col. Joshua Brewster's (Penobscot) Regt.; list of officers to 
be commissioned as returned by Josiah Brewster & others, 
field officers—dated Penobscot July 1, 1776, ordered in council 


July 20, 1776, that commissions be issued; reported commission- 
ed July 20, 1776. 


Tolford Durham. Lieut., Capt. Andrew Grant’s detachment 
from Col. Josiah Brewster's regt.; engaged Aug. 18, 1777, ser- 
vice to Sept. 16, 1777, 30 days; detachment marched to the as- 
sistance of Machias, Koll dated Penobscot. 


FROM “HISTORY OF MORRISON FAMILY” 


Page 84. The muster rell of Lieut. Samuel Morrison party 
of men in Capt. MeNutt’s C. N. H. Reet. at the capture of Louis- 
burg, N.S. July 26, 1758, contains the name of John Durham. 


(The above by Mrs. James C. Durham, Belfast, Maine.) 


From Williamson's History we clean the following: White's 
History gives the following: The lot of Mathew Reid, No. 3), 
lay near the east end of the lower bridge. John Durham be- 


came the owner in 1772, and Reid probably returned to Lon- 
donary—wW. B. D. 


TOLFORD GENEALOGY 


John Tolford: a resident of Wales, a land owner, a rentle- 
man and a scholar; his wife a niece of the Duke of Hamilton; 
had four sons, of which William was the youngest. 


In 1690 Wm. commanded a reximent under King James of 
England at the Battle of the Bosne in Ireland and his services 
rendered him so cOnspicuous he was continued in office and 
sent over to Scotland to attend to the interest of the crown 
there. He married Susan McGinnis and they moved to Lre- 
Jand where he had a patrimony of land given him for patriotic 
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services in the King’s behalf. He was offered a Knighthood, 
which he declined. They had three sons: John, William and 
David. Colonel William Toiford resided at Magillan, 16 miles 
north of Londondary, where he died of cholera. 


John Tolford, born May 9, 1700, his eldest son, landed in 
Boston, U. S., Aug. 19, 1717, and three years later settled in 
Nutfield, afterwards at Chester, on Walnut Hill. The same 
year his brother Wm. came over and John gave him land on 
the north adjoining that on which he lived. He died at a ripe 
old age. Gov. Langdon said: “See that Deacon Tolford’s name 
lives forever in the memory of his countrymen.” 


David remained in England, was captain of the King’s 
Barge at London, where he lived and died a rich old bachelor 
and a gay gent. 


“I am quite convinced that Mary Tolford, who married 
John Durham in 1739, was in all probability a sister of John 
and William Tolford above.”"—Mrs. James C. Durham, Belfast, 
Maine, U. S. A. 


DURHAM 


John Durham m. Mary Tolford Mar. 6, 1739, (U. S. Bradford, 
Mass.) 


Children : David and Jonathan, b. Dec. 30, 1740. 
: Isabella, m. John Barnett 1774 in Belfast Maine. 
: Elizabeth, m. Isaac Murray 1774 in Belfast, Maine. 
: Tolford, b. 1744, probably at Chester, N. H. 


: John, b. 1749; died Oct. 1823; married Eliza- 
beth Brown, 1780. 


Tilford Durham: m. Jane Brown Feb. 1, 1758. She died Jan. 
22, 1855. He died Nov. 14, 1836 in Belfast Maine. 


BROWN 
1. John Brown. 


2. John Brown, b. 1732; d. 1817; m. Mary Gilmore 1755, Brad- 
ford, Mass. Mary Gilmore, b. 1730; d. 1815. 
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GILMORE 


Robert Gilmore: b. about 1670, near Coleraine, Derry Co., Ire- 
land; m. Mary Ann Kennedy. 


. Children: Wm. Gilmore, b. 1695; Robert, 1699; John; James 
2. Wm. Gilmore: m. Elizabeth 
Children : Wm., b. 1720; died 1747. 
: Jobn, b. 1722. 
: Robt., b. 1724. 
: Jean, b. 1726. 
: Ann, b. 1726. 
: James. 
: Mary, b. Jan. 8, 1730; m. John Brown. 
—By Mrs. J. C. Durham, Belfast, Maine. 


GILMORES 


James Gilmore, who drew lots No. 19 and 41, settled on 
the former about 1784, and resided there until his death, Nov. 
28, 1809. He was a lieutenant in the Revolution; and his father, 
Colonel James Gilmore, commanded the eighth New Hampshire 
regiment. Robert Gilmore, the grandfather of Colonel Gilmore, 
was born near Colaraine, in Ireland, and emigrated early to 
Londonary. The children of Lieut, Gilmore, as disclosed by the 
town records, were: 


Nancy, born May 15, 1791. 

Nathaniel, born Feb. 10, 1794. 

Anna, born May 5, 1797. 

Martin, born Aug. 2, 1799. 

Betsy, born Feb. 19, 1803. 

John Gilmore, a brother of the foregoing, was of Windham, 
N. H., and owned five shares in the proprietary, drawing lots 
Nos. 8, 14, 15, 25, and 33. His son, John, came here in 1784. 


He was a deacon of the First Church, and died in that part of 
the town included in Searsport, Apr. 16, 1845, aged eighty-four. 
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According to the town records, the children of John Gil- 
more, last named, and Margret, his wife, were as follows: 


Nancy, born Nov. 1, 1788. 

Samuel, born Jan. 20, 1791. 

James, born Apr. 21, 1793. 

John, born Feb. 12, 1795. 

Polly, born Apr. 1, 1797, died Apr. 4, 1800. 
Peggy, born Dec. 20, 1798. 

Jonathan, born Sept. 3, 1801. 

Robert, born Apr. 2, 1804, died Apr. 7, 1804. 


1, Parker’s History of Londonary, 273. 
Williamson’s History of Belfast. Proprietary Hist. Belfast. 


We find the name of John Durham, and also that of John 
Brown as having drawn lots at the meeting held on Oct. fourth, 
1768, among the first thirty-five lots drawn in the town of Bel- 
fast, Maine. Mr. Durham (who came from Ireland) drew lot 
No. nine, and Mr. Brown lot No. 18, in the first division. Mr. 
D’s. lot contained 107} A. and ‘Mr. B's lot 102} acres. 


Certain trees being used for land marks made the size of 
the lots vary. 


Although Mitchell was the largest owner, and has been 
usually regarded as the originator of the town, this claim seems 
to have been shared by others. A vote of the proprietors, pass- 
ed Mar. 8, 1760, gives ten dollars to John Gilmore, and John 
Steele “for their first discovery of the land;” but at the next 
meeting this vote was modified by allowing Gilmore thirteen 
dollars instead of ten “for his finding out said tract, and that 
John Steele shall have nothing.” 


In Aug. 1779, when the town was abandoned through fear 
of the British it contained “eighteen families and one hundred 
and nine persons, most of them women and children.” Among 
the heads of these families were John Brown, John Durham 
and Tolford Durham. 

History of Belfast. 


THE BROWN FAMILY 
(Copied from History of Belfast) 


John Brown, probably a son of John Brown, who is regis- 
tered on the Londonderry tax list of 1750, was born in 1722, 
and came here the third year of the settlement, having drawn 
Lot No. 18, where George Gilmore now lives, in the First Divi- 
sion. He was chairman of the first board of selectmen, chosen 
Nov. 11, 1773 and repeatedly held other offices of trust. While 


” 
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residing in Londonderry, he had been a commissioned officer of 
the Provincial army, and served in the French war. He was a 
man of great vigor, energy, and honesty. He died here, May 13. 
1817, aged eighty-two years, and is buried in the east grave- 
yard. His family consisted of one son and eight daughters, as 
follows: 


1. Jane, born Feb. 1, 1758, married Tolford Durham, and 
died Feb. 9, 1855, aged ninety-seven years. 


2. Elizabeth, born Feb. 1760, married John Durham, and 
died July 8, 1853, aged ninety-three years. 


3. John, born 1763, died Oct. 1824, aged sixty-one years. 
4. Mary, married Ebenezer Buck. 


5. Ann, born March 18, 1766, married Henry Black, of 
Prospect. She died July 21, 1857, aged ninety-one years, 


6. Rebecca, born 1768, married James Black. ‘She died 
July 28, 1858, aged ninety years. 


7. Jennett, born 1770, married Caleb Stevenson, and died 
at Knox, Dec. 29, 1850, aged eighty-nine years. 


8. Peggy, married William Houston. She died about 1814, 
aged about forty years. 


9. Hannah, married Joseph Houston, and died Nov. 18, 
1834, aged fifty-nine years. 


JOHN DURHAM 
(From History of Belfast, Maine) 


John Durham, the owner of Lot No. 9, arrived June .24, 
1773, accompanied by his sons, Tolford, aged twenty-seven years, 
and John, who was five years younger. He was one of the two 
town wardens, chosen at the organization in 1773. During the 
Revolution, he went to Thomaston, or St. George, where he 
died, probably about 1788. 


Tolford, his eldest son, born in Chester, N. H., in 1744, 
moved with his father’s family to Londonderry when a _ boy. 
For several years he followed the sea. In 1779 he built a log 
hut on Lot No. 31, opposite the house now occupied by his 
descendants, and married Jane, daughter of John Brown. 
Their acquaintance commenced here. Mr. Durham was com- 
missioned as a lieutenant of militia soon after the incorporation 
of the town. He is erroneously supposed by White to have had 


charge of a company during the Revolution. It is certain, how- 
ever, that he participated in the ill-fated Penobscot expedition. 
Early in this century he held various municipal offices. He 
became a member of the First Church in 1799, was chosen 
deacon the year following, and held the position during his life. 
In 1795, he was appointed postmaster. During his official term, 
the office was kept in his house on the east side of the river. 
He was one of the managers whose aid secured the East Bridge, 
and succeeded Jonathan Wilson as toll-gatherer. Deacon Dur- 
ham died Nov. 13, 1836, aged ninety-two. Mr. White refers to 
him as “in his eighty-second year, enjoying good health, and 
all the native energies of his mind.” His wife survived him 
until Feb. 9, 1855. 


Their children were as follows: 

Mary, born Aug. 20, 1778, died Aug. 14, 1780. 
William, born Oct. 29, 1780. 

John, born Mar. 8, 1783. 

James, born June 6, 1785, died June 19, 1875. 
Jean, born Sept. 23, 1787. 

Mary(2d), born Apr. 7, 1790. 

David, born July 7, 1792, died in Iowa, 1866. 
Margret, born July 8, 1794. 

Sally, born Dec. 13, 1796, died July 23, 1803. 
Joshua Tolford, born Jan 12, 1799, died July 27, 1802. 
Jonathan, born May 9, 1802. 
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DURHAM FAMILY RECORD 


John Durham : Who came from Ireland. 
: Married to Mary Tolford, Mar. 6, 1739 (U. S. 
Bradford, Mass.) 


Mary Tolford : Born 


Children : David and Jonathan, born Dec. 30, 1740. 
: Isabella to John Barnett 1774, Belfast, Maine. 
: Elizabeth to Isaac Murry 1774, Belfast, Me. 
: Tolford D. 1744, died Nov. 13, 1836, aged 92. 
: John D. 1749. 


Tolford Durham : 1744. 


to : Belfast, Maine. 
Jane Brown : Feb. 1, 1758, died Feb. 9, 1855, aged 97. 
Children : Mary, born Aug. 20, 1778, died Aug. 14, 1780. 


: William, Oct. 29, 1780. 

: John, Mar. 8, 1783. 

: James, June 6, 1785. 

: Jean, Sept. 23, 1787. 

: Mary 2d, April 7, 1790. 

: David, July 7, 1792, Belfast, Maine. 

: Margret, July 8, 1794. 

: Sally, Dec. 13, 1796, died July 23, 1803. 

: Joshua Tolford, Jan. 12, 1799, died July 27, 
1802. 

: Jonathan, May 9, 1802. 


John Durham 2d : 1749, died Oct, 25, 1823. 


to Dec. 1780, Belfast, Maine. 
Elizabeth Brown Born, Feb. 1760, died July 8, 1853, aged 93 
years. 
Children : John, Sept. 29, 1781. 


: David, April 19, 1783, died Sept. 8, 1857. 
: Elizabeth, Apr. 8, 1785. 

: James, June 22, 1787. 

: Jonathan, Apr. 26, 1790. 

: Mary, Feb. 4, 1793. 

: Anna, Dec. 17, 1795. 

: William, Dec. 1798. 

: Isabella B., Dec. 12, 1801. 

: Sarah, April 22, 1804. 


(We ive no further trace of this family.) 


NOTE: The information as above was taken for the most part 
from the History of Bellast, Maine, by Joseph Williamson. 
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DAVID DURHAM 


Born in Belfast, Maine, July 7, 1792. Son of Tolford and 
Jane (Brown) Durham, of Belfast, Maine, U. S. A. 


We quote the following from “Pioneers of Marion County,” 
by Wm. M. Dounell: 


Most distinguished among those who settled in the(C’av) 
township in 1843, was David Durham, a brief sketch of whom 
may be in order here: Mr. Durhain was born in Belfast, Maine, 
July 7, 1792, and immicrated to Ohio in 1828. He staried on 
the third day of September and reached Beavertown, Morgan 
County, Ohio, on the tenth of Octcber, where he located and 
opened a farm. But after being engaged in this business four 
or five years, he went to the salt works on the Muskingum 
river and engeged as a laborer to Sennet Ramey, who a year 
or two later, appointed him superintendent of his salt works. 
After serving in this capacity for some time, he purchased an 
establishment and went into the salt business on his own ac: 
count, but owing to the plentifulness of the commodity, t+- 
gether with limited means of shipping it down the Muskingum 
in scows and canoes, and transporting on land in wagons, the 
business proved unprofitable, so he discontinued the eater- 
prise. This was in 1836, when money matters became close 
and precarious. He then engaged in transporting flour and salt 
to and from Zanesville by flat boats and scows. Early in the 
year "37 he moved to Zanesville, where he engaged in various 
occupations till the autumn of that year, when he moved to 
McLean County, Illinois. But being unable to settle there as 
he desired, with a large family, he moved again in the spring 
following, and stopped in what is now Jefferson County, Iowa. 
Here his companion, Nancy Durham, who had shared his varied 
fortunes for more than twenty years, died April 13, 1839. After 
about five years residence in that locality, Mr. Durham moved 
to Clay Township (or what is now Clay Township), where he 
took and occupied a claim till he secured a title from the Gov- 
ernment in 1847. 


During his residence here, Mr. Durham was elected a mem- 
Ler of the board of County Commissioners, as stated in another 
place, and carrie] the first mail from Oskaloosa to Knoxville. 
After a long and somewhat eventful life, attended with many 
conflicts with fickle fortune, having at last secured a compe- 
tence and a resting place for himself and children, he departed 
this life March 15, 1866. aged 73 yeurs, 8 months and § days. 


Mr. Durham was much respected for his noble traits of 
character, being of an amiable disposition, kind and obliging 
to all who had occasion to apply to him for help in a time of 
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‘meed. -His departure was therefore lamented by a numerous 
circle of friends and acquaintances, but not as those who have 
no hope—/(Pioneers of Marion County, Page 127-8). 


At the first election in the duly organized county of Marion, 
David Durham was elected County Commissioner. Date of this 
election was the first Monday in September, 1845. The first 
meeting of this board was a called session, held at the County 
Seat of Justice(Knoxville) on the 12th day of Sept. 1845, in the 
Territorial State of Jowa. Met in the capacity of the Commis- 
‘sioners Court of said County, the house in which the meeting 
-was held is described as a “claim pen”, made of Linn poles, 
about 12 by 16 ft. square, chinked and daubed in the usual 
‘manner of enclosing such buildings. covered with “Clapboards” 
and a square hole cut in the side wall for a window, that could 
boast of neither sash nor glass. 


_At the second election, held Aug. 3, 1846, Mr. Durham was 
re-elected County Commissioner. At this election there were 
six candidates; out of the 295 votes cast, Mr. Durham received 
153. 


(Copy) 
Contract Office 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
Aug. 14, 1846. 


SIR: 

Your bid of $72.50 upon Route No. 4589, From Oskaloosa, 
Iowa to Knoxville, has been accepted by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Contracts will be forwarded in due time. Service is to 
commence without delay. 

You will request the Postmasters at the ends of the route 
to transmit a certificate of the commencement of service. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


_L. N. HOBLIN, 
_ First Assistant Postmaster General. 


Mr. David Durham, 
._ Knoxville, 
. Marion Co. 
.lowa,. Ty. 


“The foregoing copy’ was duly received by the said David 
-Durham. 
(Copy..made by. W. B. D.) 
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BILL OF LADING 
Keokuk, Ia. May 18, 1858. 


Shipped, IN GOOD ORDER AND WELL CONDITIONED, 
by T. I. McKenny on board the steamboat Clara Hine & Barge 
whereof is Master for the present voyage, the articles marked 
and numbered as below, which are to be delivered in like good 
order and condition, (the damage of the river navigation and 
fire only excepted) at the Port of Durham’s Landing unto H. I. 
Scoles or assigns, he or they paying freight of said goods at 
the rate of 65 cts per 100 lbs. 


In Witness Whereof, the Owner, Master, or clerk of said 
Steamboat hath affirmed to three Bills of Lading, al! of this 
tenor and date, one of which being accomplished, the others to 
stand void. 


Wt. Rate 
H. I. Scoles 4 Boxes Drugs 50 22 $1.72 
1 on E. Salts 80 20 44 2.16 


(Signed) MARTIN. 


DAVID DURHAM 
(The Following Taken From the Family Bible) 


David Durham =: July 7, 1792. Son of Tolford Durham and 
married to : Jane (Brown) Durham. 
Nancy Clements : In Frankfort, Maine in 1818. 
: Born in Somersworth, N. H. 
Children: : Charles H. Durham, March 16, 1819, Mon- 
: roe, Maine. Died in infancy. 
: David Tolford Durham, Feb. 26, 1821. 
: Margret Durham, Feb. 17, 1823. 
: Charles Hall Durham, July 30, 1825. 
Eliza Jane Durham, April 20, 1828S. 
Foster Edward Durham, July 22, 1828, Dear- 
field, Ohio. 
: Sarah Ann Durham, Sept. 6, 1832, York Twp. 
: Morgan Co., Ohio. 
: Hiram Fuller Durham, Jun. 3, 1835, Bloom 
; Twp. Morgan Co., Ohio. 
: George Washington Durham, Feb. 22, 1838, 
Wainesville, Il. 


Marriages 


David T. Durham c 
married to : May 25, 1847, Marion Co., Iowa. 
Lucretia E. Evans 
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Margret Durham — 


married to : Dec. 29, 1849, Marion Co., Iowa. 
James M. Arnold ; 
David Durham : Son of Tolford and Jane (Brown) Dur- 
married to : ham. Aug. 4, 1850, Marion Co. lowa, second 
Jonanna Silvers : marriage. 
Foster E. Durham 
married to : July 1, 1852, Marion Co. Iowa. 


Elizabeth M. Harsin: 


Charles H. Durham : 
married to : Aug. 4, 1852, Marion Co. Iowa. 


Julia Cooper 


Eliza Jane Durham : 
married to : Feb. 26, 1852, Marion Co. Iowa. 


David D. Miller 


Hiram F. Durham 
married to : Nov. 10, 1861, Marion Co. lowa. 
Elizabeth Lee 


Sarah Ann Durham : 
married to : Sept. 10, 1858, Marion Co. lowa. 
Leonard L. Iler 


Geo. W. Durham 
married to : Sept. 10, 1865, Marion Co. Iowa. 
Malinda Lee : 


DAVID T. DURHAM 


(The following copy was made from the data collected by 
H. B. Durham, of Casper, Wyo.) 


Copy of statement in D. T. Durham’s hand writing in pos- 
session of J. P. Durham, Durham, Iowa. 


Written probably about 1875. 
1. David T. Durham. 


2. My mother’s maiden name was Nancy Clements, and her 
mother’s Hill, of the state of N. H., related to the late Hon. 
Isaac Hill of New Hampshire. 


My father’s name was David Durham, and my grandmother's 
name was Brown, all of Irish ancestry—their parents having 
all emigrated from Ireland, but they were born in the United 
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States. They came from Belfast, Ireland, and settled in what 
was then (about the year 1720) the province of Maine, and wiih 
others established the town of Belfast in that state, at which 
my father was born, in the year 1792. My mother was born in 
the town of Frankfort, Me., in the year 1799, at which place her 
parents settled some time prior, and there the relatives mosiiy 
live. 


My father’s occupation was that of a farmer. I was born 
in the town of Monroe, Waldo Co., Me., Febr. 26, 1821. I am 
the oldest of four brothers and three sisters, all of whom are now 
living except one sister, who died one year ago. All live in 
Marion Co.(lowa), except one brother and one sister in Lucas 
Co.(lowa). 


The first twelve years of my life were spent on the farm, 
after which my father engaged in the Mfg. of salt, in Morgan 
Co., Ohio, on the Muskingum river. Four years after when in 
the year 1837, we moved to the west, stopping the winter of 
37-38 in lllinois, and in the spring of 1838 crossing the Miss. 
(river) into the Territory of Wisconsin, settling in what is now 
Jefferson Co. (lowa), then an attached part of Henry Co., since 
which time, my occupation has been that of a tarmer. 


In the early years of my life I had the benefit cf the com- 
mon school, and for some months a high school, but emigrating 
to the west at the age of 16, and before there were schools es- 
tablished, deprived me of the advantage of a classical educa- 
tion. 


Having settled in Iowa, as above stated, at the age of 16 in 
Jefferson Co. I remained there till the spring of 1842. In the 
autumn of 1842 a treaty was made with the Indians, by which 
the territory west was ceded to the U. S. The first day of 
May 1843(the date of taking effect of the treaty) I made my lo- 
cation in what is now the county of Marion, where I still live. 


I married in the year 1847 Lucretia E. Evans, of Wapello 
Co., lowa. We have reared a family of ten children, all living 
at this time. 


Having a large family dependent, at the suggestion of 
friends, I did not go to the army, believing I could render some 
service to my country by aiding to the extent of my ability the 
families of my friends and neighbors, who helped to make up 
the noble army of lowa soldiers. 


Political Record 


In the memorable Political campaign of 1840 I espoused the 
cause of the Whig party, but this state being in a territorial 
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condition we could take no part, except locally. In the fall of 
1845 when the county of Marion was organized my friends saw 
proper to elect me to the office of county Treas. and re-elected 
4n 1846 at the expiration of which term I declined to be a can- 
didate. 


: In 1848 my name was placed on the Whig ticket for one of 
the representatives of a district composed of Marion, Jasper. 
Polk and Dallas counties, and all of the unorganized territory 
‘west of Marion and Dallas. The Whig party being in the minor- 
ity in the district caused the defeat of the ticket. 


Except as Justice of the Peace and member of the board 
of Supervisors in my county I filled no official place until the 
year 1868 I was elected Representative in my county to fill a 
vacancy. In 1869 was re-elected Representative to the 13th Gen- 
eral Assembly and again in 1872 re-elected a member of the 
14th General Assembly. 


: I am a member of the Methodist Church. There are a great 
‘many incidents with which I was connected in the early history 
of the state but I think of nothing particular worthy of note. 
-My weight is 160 lIbs.; height 5 feet, 9 inches; color of hair, 
dark brown; color of eyes, dark gray. 

(End of Statement) 

J. P. Durham says that the sister that is referred to in the 
‘above statement as being dead is Mrs. Sarah Ann D. Iler, and 
that she died about 1880. He states that George Durham, son 
-of D. T. Durham, was teaching school in the neighborhood 
when she died. George Durham died in 1881. 

(The above taken from the collections of H. B. Durham.) 


-DAVID TOLFORD DURHAM FAMILY 
-David T. Durham : Monroe, Maine, 1821. 


; ‘married to : Marion County, May 25, 1847. 
-Lucretia E. Evans 


Children : George A. Durham, June 6, 1848. D. 1881, 
: Marion County. 
: Laura A. Durham, Sept. 1849, D. 1901, 
: Marion County. 
Tolford S. Durham, Jan. 6, 1852. 
Mary E. Durham, Feb, 26, 1854, D. 1934, 
Marion County. 
Florence M. Durham, Nov. 29, 1855. 
Herbert M. Durham, Feb. 12, 1858, D. 
April 29, 1929. 
Alice L. Durham, Dec. 4, 1860. 
Ella May Durham, Aug. 23, 1863. 
‘James Preston Durham, Mar. 10, 1866. 
Mattie J. Durham, May 3, 1869. 
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Toiford S. Durham 
married to 
Almeda Weizand 
Children 


Charles F. Durham 
married to 

Carrie P. Gibson 

Harry B. Durham 


married to 
Ethel M. Simonds 
Children 


Frank E. Durham 
married to 
Evelyn V. Green 
Children 


Marion R. Durham 
married to 
Lorene F. Hunter 
Children 


Howard A, Durham 
married to 
Hazel Griffis 
Children 


Mary E. Durham 


married to 
Herschel N. Rouze 


: Marion County, Iowa. 
: May 21, 1877, Marion County, lowa. 


: Charles Fletcher Durham, Mar. 14, 1878. 


Marion County, Iowa. Over Seas, 
Spanish War, 1898. Hon. Discharge. 


: Harry B. Durham, Feb. 2, 1880, Caloma., 


Iowa. Lawyer, Casper, Wyo. 


: George A. Durham, Apr. 21, 1882, Caloma. 


Iowa. Died in University Place, Nebr., 
while in school. 


: Frank E. Durham, Nebraska, July 10, 1886. 
: Marion H. Durham, Nebraska, Dec. 9, 1887. 
: Howard A. Durham, Teacher in Lincoln, 


Nebr., Schools. 


: Spanish War Veteran. Graduate Wesleran. 
: Dec. 3, 1930. 


: Feb. 2, 1880, Marion County, Iowa. 
: Lawyer, Casper, Wyo. 
: July 28, 1908. 


: Gene M. Durham, Mar. 31, 1914. 

: Elizabeth L. Durham, Dec. 8, 1914 
: Harry B. Jr. Durham, June 5, 1920. 
: July 10, 1886, Nebraska. 

: Oct. 18, 1911. 


: Katheryn §. Durham, July 24, 1912. 
: Frances E. Durham, June 24, 1914. 
: Franklin P. Durham, Dec. 22, 1920. 


: June 22, 1913. 


: George R. Durham, Aug. 5, 1917. 
: Tolford R. Durham, Aug. 23, 1919. 
: Ralph M. Durham, Dec. 20, 1924. 


: Aug. 21, 1919. 


: Howard G. Durham, Nov. 20, 1920. 

: Almeda J. Durham, Dec. 15, 1921. 

: Rosemary Durham, Mar. 1, 1925. 

: Adam F, Durham, June 21, 1925. 

: Virginia R. Durham, Dec. 2, 1928. 

: Charlet L. Durham, Oct. 14, 1933. 

: College Course, Simpson, Grinnell and 


Central. School Teacher. D. Dec. 1934. 


: April 19, 1894. 
: Died 1937, Tracy, lowa. 
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Florence M. Durham: Nov. 29, 1855. School Teacher. 


married to : Russell Co., Kansas, April 4, 1886. 
Charles V. Houser =: 
Children : Ada E. Houser, Jan. 23, 1887. D. May 12, 
: 1912. 


: Charles Bert Houser. 
: Iva E. Houser. 

: Fredric W. Houser. 

: Grace Houser. 


Ada E. Houser : Marion County, lowa. 

married to : April 4. 1906, Marion County, Iowa. 
Frank P. Brause ; 

Children : Ralph H. Brause, Oct. 17, 1909. 


: Leland F. Brause, Oct. 24, 1911. 
Ralph H. Brause 


married to : June 18, 1938. 
Thoron Betterton - 
Children : Beulah E. Brause, Feb. 15, 1939. 


Chas. Bert Houser : Accomplished School Master, Des Moines 
: High. Died 1936. 


married to : June 22, 1917. 
Venna C. Barthol- : July 30, 1890. 
omew : 
Children : Charles B. Houser Jr., Apr 25, 1918. 


: Robert N. Houser, Sept. 21, 1919. 
: Keith L. Houser, Aug. 12, 1922. 

: Virginia R. Houser, Mar. 9, 1924. 

: Wm. V. Houser, Aug. 1, 1926. 


Iva E. Houser : Teacher. 
married to : Mar. 11, 1920. 
R. R. Snow : 
Children : Herbert R. Snow, Sept. 28, 1922. 
Fredric W. Houser 
married to : March 3, 1920. 
Jessic Riggle : Fred R. Houser, May 4, 1924. 
Children ~ 
Grace Houser : 
married to : Aug. 20, ink” 
Ferris Spaur : Address, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Children : Florence Spaur, Oct. 11, 1921. 
Herbert M. Durham : Feb. 12, 1860. Died April 29, 1929. 
married to - 
Anna Meeker : 
Children : Inez Durham. 
: Clarence E. Durham. 
: Ethel Durham. 
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Inez F. Durham 
married to 
Norman Spence 


Clarence E. Durham 
married to 
Josephine Heggy 
Children 


Alice Letitia Dur- 
ham 
married to 
Elsworth Brown 
Children 


Elsie Rosalie Brown 
married to 

Elmer Hildebrand 
Children 


Ella May Durham 
married to 

Harry Derby 
Children 


Ethel Derby 
married to 

David Hough 
Children 


ham 
married to 
Julia Welch 
Children 


David E. Durham 
married to 
Vera Covey 
Children 


: Nov. 1, 1931. Kansas. 


: April 9, 1911. 


: Clarence E. Durham, Kansas. 


Dec. 4, 1860. D. Aug. 12, 1893. 


: Elsie Rosalie Brown. 


> Alice Hildebrand. 
: Billie Hildebrand. 


Aug. 23, 1863, Marion County, Iowa, 


David Derby. 
Ethel Derby. 
Roy Derby. 
Mac Derby. 


- 1928, 


: David Rodney Hough, Aug. 1, 1929. 
: Shirley Mae Hough, Dec. 8, 1930. 


James Preston Dur-: 
: March 10, 1866, Marion County, Iowa. 
: Feb. 27, 1901, Marion County, Iowa. 
: Oct. 14, 1866, Marion County, Iowa. 
: David F. Durham, July 12, 1905, Marion 


County, lowa, 


: July 12, 1905, Marion County, Iowa. 

: April 14, 1928, Marion County, Iowa. 

: June 2, 1903. 

: James Preston Jr., June 29, 1929, Marion 


Mattie Jane Durham: 


married to 
Warren Derby 
Children 


County, Iowa. 


May 3, 1869, Marion County, Iowa. 
March 28, 1889. 


Millie Elda Derby, April 19, 1898. 
Glen Scott Derby, May 4, 1901, 
George Warren Derby, Aug. 15, 1908. 
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Millie Elda Derby : April 19, 1898. 


married to : Sept. 1, 1920. 
Orville Doyen : 
Children : Lee Warren Doyen, July 26, 1921. 


: Ray Anthony Doyen, Dec. 16, 1924. 
: Ross Orville Doyen, Oct. 1, 1926. 
: Mark Marion Doyen, Nov. 8, 1929. 


Glenn Scott Derby : May 4, 1901. 


married to : Oct. 9, 1929. 
Bernice Fitzgerald : 
Children : Gwendolyn May Derby, Oct. 21, 1930. 


: Warren William Derby, Aug. 19, 1936. 
: Doris Ann Derby, Dec. 17, 1937. 


pesaee Warren Der-: re 
: Aug. 15, 1 ‘ 
comes to : Feb. 14, 1933. 1921502 


Margaret Schiffer 


FLORENCE MAHALA DURHAM 


Florence Mahala Durham was born November 29, 1855, in 
Marion County, lowa. She was educated in the public school, 
Central college, Pella, lowa, and Simpson college, Indianola. 
lowa. She taught school in Iowa, later in Russell County, Kan- 
sas, Where she married C. V. Houser April 4, 1886. She became 
the mother of six children, also helped to rear two orphaned 
grandsons. 


C. B. HOUSER 


C. B. Houser, son of C. V. and Florence (Durham) Houser, 
born June 5, 1888 in Russell Co., Kans. Moved to Marion Co., 
lowa, after completion of High School at the age 19 years. He 
entered Coe College in 1907, taking four years, then followed. by 
a four year Academic course in three years, receiving awards 
and scholarships, having been a member of Olio and other Fra- 
ternities. 

Mr. Houser did vocational work with the Redpath Vawter 
Chautaugua concern for a few years. He was then employed 
by the Albion Consolidated schools where he met and wed Miss 
Venna Bartholomew. He taught in Marshalltown and Bloom- 
field High Schools, before taking up special study in Cedar Falls 
and Drake University. In 192] Mr. Houser again began teaching 
at East High in Des Moines, continuing for 15 years. He was 
instrumental in collecting most of the genealogy of the D. T. 
Durhom descendants. Mr. and Mrs. Houser were the parents 
of five bright children. He was Secretary-Treasurer of the Dur- 
ham family reunion Association for several years. He was a 
member of the M. Kk. Church. 
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HERBERT MILTON DURHAM 


Herbert Milton Durham, son of David T. and Lucretia E. 
Durham, was born on his father’s homestead near Knoxville, 
Iowa, on February 12, 1858. He always said that he was more 
fortunate than most people in that his birthday was celebrated 
each year. 

He grew to young manhood on the farm and attended school 
in that vicinity. He entered college at Indianola, lowa but his 
attendance there was interrupted due to a severe illness. 

On March 8, 1881 he was united in marriage to Anna Meck- 
er of Columbia, Iowa. The young people established their home 
on a farm in Lucas County, where they lived for a few ycars. 

In the fall of 1884 together with his wife and children, 
he removed to Russell County, Kansas, where he took up a 
homestead near Fairport. He continued to reside there for the 
remainder of his life. 

As was the case with most pioneers, he underwent many 
hardships in the early days in Kanses. He taught school for 
a number of years, leaving his wife and children on the home- 
stead to look after the home. He taught the first school in the 
district where his homestead was located. 

He passed away at the hospital at Salina. Kansas, un April 
29, 1929 after undurgoing three operations. He was laid to rest 
in the Mount Herman cemetery near Paradise, Kansas. 

He was a great reader and always kept well informed on 
the topics of the day. He was of a retiring nature and never 
sought publicity. His three children, Mrs. Inez Spence, Stock- 
dale, Kansas, Clarence E., of Salina, Kansas, and Ethel of the 
home, honor his memory because of his religious training and 
example, and because of his honesty and uprightness in all bus- 
iness matters. 


GEORGE A. DURHAM 


DURHAM.—On the 16th of December, i881, of heart disease, 
Geo. A., son of Hon. D. T. and L. FE. Durham, in Clay town- 
ship, aged 33 years, 6 months and 10 days. 


George was born June 6th, 1848, in Clay township, this conn- 
ty. Enlisted in the 47th Regiment Iowa Volunteers, Capt. Mc- 
Cormack’s company, and left his home on his 16th birthday, 
and served until honorably discharged at the expiration of his 
term of cnlistment. 

He entered the academical department of the Central Uni- 
versity at Pella where he attended several] terms, and then en- 
tered the Law Department of the State University in 1873 aad 
graduated in the class of 1874. 

He was a young man of high standards in society, being 
respected by all who knew him. He was engaged in teaching 
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school at Iola at the time of his death, and had been engaged in 
his duties up to a very few days before he died. The scholars 
and patrons of the school feel that they have uot only lost a 
valuable teacher but a dear friend. 


COPY OF LETTER WRITTEN BY MARGRET DURHAM. 
DAUGHTER OF DAVID DURHAM, TO RELATIVES IN 
IN BELFAST, MAINE 


(Family of James Durham, born June 6, 1785. Brother of 
David Durham.) 


Durham’s Ford, Marion County, Iowa. 
August 19, 1849. 


MOST RESPECTED COUSINS AND FRIENDS: 


With pleasure I improve the present opportunity of writing 
you a few lines althouch it seems quite an undertaking for me 
to address those whom I! never saw, nor hardly dare indulge the 
idea of ever secing on this side of eternity. 

Father, I believe, has given you all the news of importance. 
I do not know as I! can think of anything of interest to write. 

My health is very good at present. I have been teaching 
school this sunimer, but did not get through on account of 
smallpox. It got into the neighborhood and it was thought ad- 
visable to dismiss the school for a short time. I shall probably 
commence again in a few days. 

I promised Cousin Tolford that I would write a letter to 
his sister Mary afier he left, but | have broken promise thus 
far but I hope she will forgive me. I think now I will try to 
write to her before long. I should be very glad to have a line 
from some of you. I think amongst so many you could afford 
to write once in a while. We received a letter from our cousin 
in Mich. yesterday. They write some of coming to Iowa in 
September. It was some encouragement to hear talked of com- 
ing but 1 would rather see it than hear tell of it. I don’t know 
as J can think of anything more to write or rather scribble at 
this time I think if you can make out to read this you will do 
well. Perhaps by the next time 1 write I can think of something 
of more importance to write. 

I have written in great haste for I have just heard that it 
is the calculation for school to commence tomorrow morning 
and now it is nine o’clock. I want you to give my love to all of 
my cousins and relatives in your country. Eliza Jane and Sarah 
join in sending love to all. 1 believe I shall draw to a close for 
tonight after wishing you all the blessings that are required to 
make life happy. Farewell for the present. 


From your unworthy cousin, 
MARGRET DURHAM. 
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(The foregoing letter was copied from the original in posses- 
sion of Albert F. Durham, of Monroe, Maine, son of Tolford. 
Copy made by Clifton M. Moore, Aug. 1923.) 


MARGRET DURHAM 


Margret Durham : Daughter of David and Nancy Durham. 
married to : Dec. 29, 1849, Marion County, lowa. 
James M. Arnold 
Children : Steven Nord Arnold, Mar. 17, 1851. 


: David Durham Arnold, Oct. 26, 1853. 
: William Arnold. 
: Abraham Lincoln Arnold. 


Steven N. Arnold 


married to : Nov. 13, 1872, Lucas County, Iowa. 
Margret Ann Car- 
michael : 

Children : Emma Jane Arnold, Dec. 7, 1873, Lucas 


: County, lowa. 

: Della E. Arnold, Sept. 2, 1877, Lucas 
: County, lowa. 

: Chas. G. Arnold, Apr. 22, 1881. 

: James S. Arnold, Nov. 36, 1853. 

: Bertha M. Arnold, Mar. 13, 1°85. 

: Benj. H. Arnold, Oct. 18, 1885S. 

: David D. Arnold, Feb. 20, i891. 

: Vera E. Arnold, Oct. 5, 1893. 

: Lela P. Arnold, Aug. 18, 1896. 


Emma J. Arnold 


married to : Lucas County, Iowa. 
Andrew J. Litz 
Children : Ora Litz, 1892, Nebraska. 


: Glenn Litz, 1894, Nebraska, 
: Earl Litz, 1914, Nebraska. 


Ora has four children. 


Della BE. Arnold 
married to 
Albert MecMindes 
Children : Leon MeMindes, 1901. 
: Gladys McMindes, 1992. 
: Lores McMindea, 1905. 


Leon McMindes has one daughter, Annabel Lee, July 25, 1923. 
Bertha M. Arnold 
married to 


W. L. Seerley : 
Children : Alice Seerley, 1907. 
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: Ray Seerley, 1909. 
: Dorothy Seerley, 1911. 


Lela P. Arnold 
married to 

Parker Cook : 

4 Children : Fern Cook, 1915. 
: Fay Cook, 1916. 
: Stephen Cook, 1917. 
: Ruth Cook, 1919. 
: Richard Cook, 1921. 


DAVID DURHAM ARNOLD(Son of Margret Durham Arnold) 
David Durham Ar- 


nold : 
married to : Jan. 27, 1877, Lucas County, Iowa. 
Hepsie Emeline Fer-: 
guson : 
Children : Jesse E. Arnold, Nov. 15, 1877: died Jan. 
: 4, 1878. 
: Elsie Arnold, Apr. 17, 1879; died Sept. 
: wre Set ® 


: Bert D. Arnold July §, 1889. 
: Effie M. Arnold, Oct. 20, 1882. 
: Wm. P. Arnold, Dec. 2, 1884. 


Bert D. Arnold 


married to Feb. 22, 1911, Lucas County, Iowa. 
Clara E. Roddy : 
Children : Lois E. Arnold, Jan. 19, 1916, Bowman 


: County, North Dakota. 
: Mary Agnes Arnold, Dec. 19, 1918. 


William Parker Ar- : 


nold ; 
married to : Mar. 15, 1905, Lucas County, Iowa. 
Bessie Lola Welch : 
Children : Maurice F. Arnold, Mar. 4, 1906, Phoenix, 
: Arizona, 
: Byrm Taft Arnold, Feb. 8, 1909, Phoenix. 
: Arizona, 
: Dorothy Ada, June 18, 1912, Phoenix, 
: Arizona, 
Byrm Taft Arnold: 
married to : Feb. 26, 1930, Phoenix, Arizona. 
Mildred V. Stinson : 
Children : Margret Jeanne Arnold, Sept. 11, 1931, 


: Phoenix, Arizona. 
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: Byrm W. R. Arnold, May 26, 1933, Phoenix, 
: Arizona. 


Dorothy Ada Arnold: 


married to : Feb. 2, 1933, Phoenix, Arizona. 
Oscar A. Blair : 
Children : Philip A. Blair, Feb. 3, 1934, Phoenix, 
Arizona. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN ARNOLD(Son of Margret Durham Arnold) 
Abraham Lincoln 


Arnold : 
married to : Sept. 24, 1885. 
Anna Bond : Died 1906, Lucas County, lowa. 
Children : Velma Arnold, Aug. 1, 1885, Lucas Coun- 


: ty, Iowa. 

: Bruce B. Arnold, Jan. 10, 1890, Lucas 
: County, Iowa. 

: Thomas Arnold, Apr. 11, 1893, Lucas 
: County, Iowa. 

: Hazel Arnold, June 27, 1900, Lucas Coun- 


r : ty, Iowa. 
: Harold Arnold, July 28, 1902, Lucas Coun- 
; ty, lowa 
Velma N. Arnold 
married to : Nov. 20, 1904. Lucas County, Iowa. 
Otis T. Niswender 
Children : Gladys M. Niswender, Nov. 1S, 1905. 


: Evelyn B. Niswender, Jan. 28, 1908, Lucas 
: County, Iowa. 

: Lois P. Niswender, July 320, 1910, Lucas 
; County, lowa. 

: Lyle A. Niswender, Sept. 1913, Lucas 
: County, Iowa. 

: Helen L. Niswender, May 4, 1915, Lucas 
: County, lowa. 

: Guy W. Niswendcr, Aug. 11, 1917, and 

: Guyla Niswender(twins), deceased, Lu- 
cas County, lowa. 


Gladys M. Niswender: 


married to : Dee. 9, 1923, Lucas County, lowa. 
Perry O. Pennington: 
Children : Llovd Pennington, Lucas County, Iowa. 


: Viola D. Pennington, Lucas County, lowa. 
Bruce B. Aronld 


married to : Sept. 17, 1909. Lucas County, Iowa, 
Anna Louise Mason 
Children : Eulala Zeline Arnold, June 22, 1910, Lu- 
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: eas County, Iowa. 

: Arlene V. Arnold, Apr. 14, 1920, Lucas 
; County, Iowa. 

: Keith Mason Arnold, July 7, 1923, Lucas 
County, Iowa. 

: Burnetta L. Arnold, June 29, 1930, and 

: Barbara L. Arnold,(twins), Lucas County, 


Iowa. 
Thomas Arnold : Died Oct. 13, 1924. 
married to : Dec. 24, 1916. 
Grace D. Shupe 


Children : Woodrow Wilson Arnold, Oct. 3, 1918, 
; Died Jan. 1919. 
: Thos. Jr. Arnold, Feb. 5, 1920. 
: Robert James Arnold, Dec. 18, 1921. 


Hazel E. Arnold 


married to : Sept. 19, 1917. 
Deyo E. Mills : 
Children : Eugene A, Mills, Oct. 25, 1918, died Nov. 
: 10, 1918. 


: Margret Ann Mills, Sept. 30, 1919. 

: Donald Rex Mills, Oct. 30, 1921. 

: Virginia Lee Mills, Nov. 10, 1927. 

: Norma Jean Mills, April 10, 1929. 

: Deyo E. Jr. Mills, Mar. 8, 1925; died Mar. 
: 11, 1925. 


Eulala Arnold , 
married to : Feb. 15, 1931. 
Wayne Wallace : 


BIOGRAPHY OF CHARLES HALL DURHAM 
(By His Danghter Harriet and W. B. Durham) 


Charles Hall Durham was born at Monroc, Maine, July 30, 
1825. When a smal! boy he came to the state of Ohio with his 
parents, where they stopped for a while. 

From Ohio the family came on to McLean Co., Ijl., where 
they made another stop, but decided to move on across ihe 
Mississippi River, stopping in Jefferson Co., lowa, where the 
wife and mother died(exact location of burial place is unknown 
to the relatives). After spending about four years in Jeflerson 
and Van Buren counties, the family came on to what is now 
Marion Co., lowa, settling near the Des Moines river bank, 
about one-half mile below an Indian village, the village known 
as Keokuk by the Indians in honor of their chief. 

The pluce where the Durhams settled soon became known 
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as Durham’s Ford, Durham’s Ford Post Office, and later Dur- 
ham’s Ferry, and in steamboat days, Durham’s Landing. 


Chas. H. was among the real pioneers of Marion County. 
In the year of 1846 the Sr. Durham was awarded the contract 
for carrjing the mail from Oskaloosa to Knoxville, contia t 
called for the fatulous sum of $72.50 per annum. It is thought 
that Chas. and his brother Foster did most of the carrying. 


The spring of 1849, Chas., in company with his brother, 
David T., and two other menifrom the state of Maine) made 
the trip to California in the days of the gold rush, (see copy 
of agreement endorsed by tnese expeditioners on later page 
of this volume), where he staked a claim. He returned a year 
or two later to St. Louis on foot, bringing some gold dust. 
While in St. Louis he had some stick pins made with gold nug- 
gets on them for his sisters and stepmother. The one made for 
the stepmother was later acquired by his brother, Geo. W. Dur- 
ham and he in turn later handed it to Mrs. Harriet Linden. On 
his return from the west, instead of coing on the boat around 
Cape Horn, he left the vessel and walked across the Isthmus of 
Panama, fourteen miles, and boarded the ship again on the oti:er 
side, carrying his treasure in a belt around his waist, the belt 
having been made from deer skin. 


After returning home, C. H. was married to Julia Cooper, 
Nov. 8, 1852, at the home of T. H. Forsythe, in Clay Township, 
Marion County, lowa. Two or three years after he decided to 
go back to his gold claim in California. Leaving his wife and 
two children in a house near his father’s home for safety, he and 
three of his younger brothers, namely Foster, Hiram and George. 
also a man by the name of Jacob Clevenger, and possibly others 
unknown to us, started with ox teams and wagons, tak'‘nge a 
saddle pony or two with them. When they came to a stream 
they couldn’t ford, they made use of their wazon boxes for 
boats, taking the wagons apart and ferrying things over in that 
way, and swim the oxen. Near where Grand Island, Nebr., now 
is, they encountered a severe Wind storm, which blew their 
Wagons and other belonxings to pieces, and the oxen dri(ted 
away with the storm. The storm coming after night, much of 
the equipment they never recovered, and thought to ha.e fallen 
in wrong hands, either the Indians or other rogues. After 
getting things toxether as best they could, they found thems_ives 
short of equipment to continue the journey. So they decided 
to draw straws to see who should take the back track. nud it 
fell to Chas. and Jake Clevenger to return home. Chas. gave 
his claim in California to his brother Foster and wanted Mr. 
Clevenger to stake claims with him in Nebraska before return- 
ing, but Mr. Clevenger declined. 


In early life he united with the Methodist church. He sup- 
erintended a Union Sunday school at Eureka school house. His 
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education was of the common school, was a farmer. Besides 
being post master at Durham’s Ford for a short time, as stated 
elsewhere, he was post master at Durham, Marion County, lowa, 
for several yeurs. 


(Here I wish to introduce a portion of a letter received 
from C. H. Durham by my father, H. F. Durham, which reads 
as follows: “I have made application for the postmastership 
here and have my petition and endorsements in the hands of 
the commission for their approval or rejection. Mr. J. W. Sipe 
is also an applicant, but I have the endorsement of the local 
chairman and the county chairman, county officers, editors of 
the Democratic papers at Kncxville and twenty-cight Democratic 
patrons of tine office, so that J] think I am pretty safe. Please 
answer and let me know all] the news. Yeur brether, C. H. Dur- 
ham.”—W. B. D.) 


Continuing. C. H. D. held the office of Justice of the Peace, 
Notary Public, member of the Board of Supervisors of Marion 
County for two terms, at which time the county wagon bridge 
was built across the Des Moines river on the Pella-Knoxville 
road. He was a charter member of the Order of Odd Fellows at 
Durham. Iowa. 


When the C. B. & Q. R. R. was built through from Albia 
to Knoxville in 1875, it missed his residence only a few rods. 
A station was established neearby and was given the name 
Durham in his honor. 


It was here his family grew to manhood and womanhood, 
and still remains a dear spot in the memory of the living chil- 
dren. See family record elsewhere in this volume. 


(Personally I am pleased to be able to give my testimony 
in behalf of this good man! I recognized Unc'e Chas. as one 
pessessed with a most amiable character, patient and consid- 
erate in his dealings with everybody, and especially in his home 
where things were not always just like they should be with two 
sets of children, kindness seemed to be his long suit. They all 
called him pa and whatever pa said was law and gospel with 
the children.—W. B. Durham.) 


He became ill in the fall of 1908, going to the home of his 
daughter, Harrict. near Pleasanton, Iowa, and remained there 
‘for about four months and passed away Jan. 20, 1909, aged 83 
years, 6 months and 21 days, and was buried in Eureka ceime- 
tery, Marion County, Iowa.—H. A. Linden. 


(It gives me great pleasure to be able to attach hereto two 
valuable historical reminiscences, written by Uncle Chas., which 
1 clipped from the Knoxville Express.—W. B. Durham.) 
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OLD CLAY TOWNSHIP 


How the Pioneer Settlers Crossed the Des Moincs River. 


Humble Cottonwood a Valuable Aid in Crossing the Stream to 
the Promised Land. 


(Knoxville Express, Nov. 1, 1905) 


(C. H. Durham, of Durham, was, with his father’s family, 
a pioneer of Ciay township, having arrived in May, 1843. lie 
has for some time contemplated the writing of a series of ar.i- 
cles on the early settlement of that part of Marion ccunty, and 
at the solicitation of The Express he has begun the task, whi h 
all who know him will feel sure will be well performed. We 
present his first article herewith:) 


On or about the 10th to 15th ot May, 1843, the writer of 
these lines pulled in to the east bank of the Des Moines ri e~ 
at the lower end of Lake Prairie, near where the Wabash bhridze 
spans the river, driving three yokes of oxen with the wagon 
loaded with household goods an: some farm tools, part of which 
were hauled for Andrew Foster and the family who were in a 
two-horse wagon. On arrival! at the river hank we could loo 
across and see the promised land of Clay township, as it has 
siuce becn ormanized; the puzzle to my youne mind was how 
we would get over the river with our loads, but the older men 
of the party had figured that out beforehand. There we met 
PD. T. Durham, who had been there on the claim taken up by 
him and Mr. Foster and others on the first day of May. They 
were there in April, scouting around to avoid the dragoons who 
were there to keep settlers out previous to the time set for re- 
linguishing of the Indian title, which was the first day of May. 
They had crossed the river on a raft. They had taken three or 
four dry cottonwood logs chopped in lengths of about 12 to 14 
inches in diameter, launched them into the water and bound 
them together with grape vines, and by the use of long poles 
and paddles three or four men could float across the river, coing 
down with the current from half-mile to a mile before reaching 
the shore. But in the interval from the Ist to 10th of May ihe 
men who stayed on the claims while part went after the teams 
and families and supplies had made a small canoe ho fier ne 
out a trouch about 15 feet lone and a foot wide, which with 
careful handling would carry two or three men: but th's ernaf! 
was not sufficient to boat the heavy “plunder” over. so they 
cut two dry cottonwood logs and lashed one either side of the 
canoe, thus making it carry the running gear of a heavy wac- 
on with the box and load removed and by this ernde craft we 
landed safe on the west bank of the river. To swim our cattle 
and horses ovcr was a small job. While in camp in a few days 
we cut and split logs and built a cabin for the Foster family, 
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covering it with clap-boards split out with a common chopping 
axe, and then proceeded to clear ground and plant corn. 


Along toward middle of summer the river became fordable 
and made boating across unnecessary, but during the next sea- 
son our folks made a large canoe trom a walnut tree which 
would carry ten or twelve people at a trip, and was considered 
a great improvement Over rafting and was an absolute luxury. 


Mr. Foster had taken a claim covering a mill site on Eng- 
lish creek, and in a few years built a saw-mill, and Mr. Dur- 
ham had lumber sawed and built a large flat-bottom ferry-boat 
propelled by poles and oars during the high-water periods. 
which would carry safely one or two wagons and teams, and 
the locality was known for many years as Durham's ferry. 


During the early times people did their traveline on horse- 
back, and in crossing the river would take the saddle off and 
place it in the bottom of the canoe, and lead the horse into the 
river by the brid!e, and, the rider stationed in the stern, would 
swim the horse across. Some horses would sulk and turn on 
the side and refuse to swim, that was cured by a dip or two 
of the horse’s head under water which was a sure cure. 


It generally fell to ihe writer as his duty to sct men over 
the stream, anid 1 well remember putting the Methodist circuit- 
riders over in that way. They made their rounds about once 
a month, but one man had about all out-of-doors to supply. 
One in particular was Rev. David Sweem, of Attica, who served 
many years in that capacity. Cc. Hi. DURHAM. 


OLD CLAY TOWNSHIP 


Pioneer's Recollections of Early Days in Marion County. 


First Postoffice, Mail Contractor, Mail Carrier, Etc., and How 
the Mails Were Carried. 


—_— 


(Knoxville Express Nov. 8, 1905) 


The first postoffice established in this vicinity was Lake 
Prairie, at the lower end of the Lake Prairie bottom, with W,1- 
son Stanley as postmaster supplied by a mail route from Keo- 
kuk up the Des Moines river to Raccoon Forks, and carried 
weekl, by Rev. Post, a Baptist preacher who resided at Keo- 
kuk. Mr. Stanley scttled here under a permit from the govern- 
ment prior to the extinguishment of the indian ‘ithe. and in 
1817 sold his claim to Mr. Scholte’s colony of Hollanders and 
moved to Red Rock. <A. B. Miller kept the office until some 
time in 1818, when it was moved to Pella and Ll. R. Scholte 
was installed as postmaster. 


Soon alter the county was Organized a mail route was cs- 
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tablished between Oskaloosa and Knoxville, mails once a week 
each way, and David Durham was awarded the contract and 
carried the mail on horseback, via Lake Prairie, until the office 
‘was moved to Pella, and then for some time carried it by way 
of Talley’s ford and supplied the postoffice in Six-Mile prairie. 
In 1848 a postoffice was established at the Durham ferry on the 
west side of the river, and C. H. Durham was commissioned 
postmaster but soon resigned, and J. R. Whaley was appointed 
and served until a stage line was started from Oskaloosa to 
Knoxville by way of Talley's ford or Bellefontaine, and then 
the postoffice was moved to that route and Mr. McCopeland 
served as postmaster for several years and the name was chang- 
ed to English Settlement. The office became extinct atront the 
year 1876, after the trains commenced running on the A., K. 
& D. R. R. to Knoxville. 


Iola postoffice was opened about 1854 or 1855, with Joseph 
Clark as postmaster, and was continued until the daily mail 
‘was started by trains, when it was dropped, and Durham was the 
main place of receiving mail. As I stated before, Dayid Durham 
was the first contractor on the route between Knoxville and Us- 
kaloosa. At the time set for beginning his service no equip- 
ment was furnished by the postoffice department, and to make 
the thing go as per schedule Mr. Durham furnished his own 
fixtures, consisting of a leather saddle-bag, both ends closed. 
with a slit in the middle and laced up with a leather strap 
and securely locked with a small brass padlock by the postmas- 
ter, and, there being only one key, the key was enclosed in a 
letter, securely sealed with wafers and given to the carrier and 
by him carried in his pocket and delivered to the postmaster 
at the office and used by him’ to Open and close the sack and 
aguin securely seuled returned to the carrier. One familiar with 
the manner of handling the mails of the present dav would con- 
clude that that was a very loose and careless way, but it was 
great convenience those days and was made a success. It took 
letters from one to two months to find their way from the eas'- 
ern states to Iowa, and sometimes that ltngth of time from one 
portion of Iowa to another. 


‘The above statements are made entirely from memory and 
may not be correct as to dates. 


Mr. Post, mentioned as mail carrier, was the man that pi- 
loted Mr.-Scholte and his comrades to Pella on their first trip 
of observation, and later became a resident of that town. 


C. H. DURHAM. 
“THE OLD SADDLE BAGS 


(I have been informed that the old saddle bags are still 
4n existence, the ones referred to by C. H. Durham in his letter 
to the Knoxville Express and were used to carry mail between 
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Oskaloosa and Knoxville in 1846. I recall seeing them many 
times as they were left in my father’s care until his death in 
1906—W. B. D.) 


A MARION COUNTY PIONEER 
(Des Moines Capital) 


Charles H. Durham who was buried at Eureka cemetery, 
eight miles east of Knoxville at 2 o’clock Thursday afternoon, 
was the very last of the 1843 pioneers of Clay township. He 
came to this county in May of the year mentioned, within less 
than ninety days from the time the Indian title to the eastern 
half of the county was extinguished, and continued to reside 
here until last fall, when he went to Pleasanton, Decatur county, 
to spend his remaining days with his only daughter. He died 
here at 2 o’clock Wednesday morning. 

Mr. Durham was the first postmaster and justice of the 
peace in Marion county. He took charge of the postoffice at 
Durham's Ford in December, 1848; also the station of Durham, 
between Knoxville and Harvey, was named in honor of the late 
deceased. His age was 83 years, 6 months and 21 days. 


CHARLES HALL DURHAM 
Charles Hall Dur- 


ham : July 30, 1825, Monroe Maine, U. S. A. 
Married to : Aug. 4, 1852, Marion County, Iowa. 
Julia Ann Cooper  : Married at the home of L. Cooper, by F 
H. Forsyth. 
Children : Margret J., Aug. 9, 1853, Marion County. 


: Lemuel C., Mar. 31, 1855. 

: James B., Nov. 1, 1856. 

: Hiram L., Oct. 5, 1858. 

: Sarah M., Apr. 15, 1860. 

: George D., Oct. 1, 1862. 

: Amanda M., June 9, 1864. 

: Harriet A., Jan. 22, 1866. Ail in Marion 


County. 

Margret J. Durham : 

Married to : Marion County, Iowa. 
Joseph Hein : One child, George Hein, Omaha. 
James B. Durham 

Married to : Two children, Golda and Arthur, in Ore- 
Flora : gon. 
Hiram L. Durham : Died Jan. 14, 1938. 

Married to : Emmett, Idaho. 
Emma Doogan : Died April, 1937. 
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Sarah M. Durham 
Married to 
Chas. Ames 


George D. Durham 
Married to 
Mary Doogan 


Amanda Malissa 
Durham 


: Two children, Mrs. Lovie Grubbs, Win- 


chester Bay, Oregon, and Mrs. Alta 
Cooper, York, Nebr. 


: Emmett, Idaho. 
: One child, Emma Louise Durham, Emmett, 


Idaho. 


: Deceased. Never married. 


Harriet Ann Durham: 
: Marion County, Iowa. Address Pleasanton, 


Married to 
Morris Linden 


Children 


Alta Marilla Linden: 
: Two children, Dolores and Harriet Ann, 


Married to 
Thomas Holmes 


George Chas. Linden: 
: Yakima, Wash. 
: Two children, Mrs. Marie Strandwalt, Ho- 


Married to 
Maggie Martin 


Celestia Alice Lin- : 


den 
Married to 
Robert Coonrod 


Morris Linden Jr. 
Married to 
Lanelle Dale 


Married to 
James Clampitt 


Verna M. Linden 
Married to 
Roy Dillon 


Dawson A. Linden 
Married to 
Ollie Moore 


Iowa. 


Buhl, Idaho. 


quiam, Wash., and Clarence Linden. 


Roseberry, Idaho. 

Three children, Mrs. Faye Wallace, Don- 
nelly, Idaho, Robert and Lonene Coon- 
rod. 


: Newton, Iowa, 


: One child, Betty Dale Linden, 
Leana Faye Linden : 


: Pleasanton, Iowa. 


: Two children, Mrs. Lola Faye Butts, Tul- 


sa, Okla., and Henry Dillon, Cushing, 
Okla. 


Moline, Il. 
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A- SKETCH OF THE TRAVELS, TRIALS AND PRIVATIONS 
OF DAVID AND NANCY DURHAM 


(Written by Eliza Jane Durham Miller, Durham, Iowa, 
Jan. 7, 1896) 


LAURA EYLER, 
DEAR NIECE: 


I am not intending this for a letter, but a little sketch of 
your Grandfather and Grandmother Durham, their hardships 
and privations, supposing you would like to know something 
about your mother’s parentage, and if you think it worth while 
you can show it to Nan and Dow. 

Father and Mother left their native Maine for Ohio in a 
covered wagon, in the fall of 1828, in hopes of finding a place 
that he could procure a home fer himself and family. 


At that time they had four children, David, Margret, Charles, 
and myself. i was but three months old. This part of my 
story I only know by hearing it talked of after I was old enough 
to remember. 

Jan. 29th, after living in that state 9 years, moved from one 
place to another, working at different things, and not being 
successful, he gathered his belongings and family into a cov- 
ered wagon, and started west again. 


Ry this timne there were seven children. Your Uncle Fostcr, 
your Mother, and Hiram were born in Ohio. Of course the larg- 
er boys were large enough to walk most of the time. 


We landed in Illinois in the tall of 1837. Father and David 
(he was then 16 years old) worked on a mill that was being 
built on a creek called Kickapoo, near Waynesville. The bal- 
ance of us children that were large enough went to school. 


During the winter your Uncle George was born, which made 
eight children. There had been two purchases, made by the 
government in Iowa Territory, which reached west from the 
Mississippi river about thirty miles and the land had all been 
settled. During this winter they made another, called the 
Blackhawk purchase. The spring of 1838 Father started with 
his team, taking David with him, for the new purchase away 
west of the Father of Waters. 

They made their claim, built a log shanty, and went to 
work plowing up the ground, deadening timber, cutting some 
down, making rails, etc. 

After they got their crop of corn, potatoes and pumpkins in, 
they made rails enough and fenced their field to protect their 
crop. 

People were moving in, and had their cows and teams, and 
afew hogs, and everything had to live off the commons. 


49 


auornavin avA BIAIRT , 
MALAUC OMAN Ah GN 


awol ave ist mynd, 
pina (a@er a 


$0 dateda otf?! s fed ,1ot0l 6 20 etd) guiboetsi joa ms ey 
gaidebiad ies! medic -rediombaatD naa eitsasbas1D i! 
salnvoreon woud od sil blnow woy naieoqgaqee 2aoltes 
slidw ditow 3i Matds pov It bas eesinetsy aiediom 180% 
woG bne apy of H worla st 
a ot off© 10) seicM svitsa sidct 396i sendin buc 12 
ocala gs paibia to aeonod ai @8el Io Mad sa) al ogaw 
“itera? Bua Meoetrisl 102 emiod g efuootg binos od 
a2oliedD jo1vsiaM .btved ,sorblide 10) Desa vod) scst) odd SA 
<a Jo tieq elfT filo odimoa: sons jad gow i = JSloagen 
dauons bio anw I 19%%e to boslfet 4) nattsed Yd Vead ylao L ¢f 
isd meaet 4 

9110 miott bevom .atsoy @ ojate Jad! at auivit tein des neat 
suted ton bas ,apnilt tsetonib in pnidiow Aedjiona of 
-voo s ofmi viintel ban zegatauofod ali boieiies of .ieteesot 
ters jeew botiete baa ,opaw 
.tot20% olomll twe¥ .corhttdo novo2 sey o76il) onrl) eid’) VA 
-314l edt se1too 10 .offO ci nied o19W metihi bas .edlioM 2 
ori} sift to ba oi dlnw o}.dguons sgiel stew ay 
bivedl bas 19rent (Shai Jo Ife) od mt aloailil ai bebual wOtC~*# 
aitied 2ew ia) fii 2 so bekiow (fo eteo: Of aodt sawed) 
led oT chitvesnesW vaen ,cogadola hefiao dest. s Ae io 
loodes a} inaw devote oaisl stow Jadi asiblido an wo 
sbant doidw 10d esw spiosn slonl 10% roldiw vod) pnts 
eft yd obs soassioivg ow) neo ped eroiiT .noibitds 
oils mot isow bodoret doliw “tolinieT ewol ‘nt tues 
noed fie bad berei oii bac soltm erie itods tovit tafe: 
om? holtso .198sijons obam ols tolniw elds xetine li 
ditw bernie teritel 2621 to naiwqe sdT .sendoanqg awed ios 
yewe sasdotg wen od) to) sold dit bived anitnl cme 
21staW Yo tania off) 0 


ot juow bar .wWoede gol 2 Mind .uief sed? sham Bok ad 
snioe yaiieuo jtodmlt aginsbash buoy ods ae <abeaae dal i 
339 2lint : 


it aatbiqawg bias so0Isol 109 to qo 18d) Joy vos 191A 
tion) suvi0%q G4 biel sles seats sal bus dgncao that sbam 


bas eimasd hus ig tied) bad ies om 
-Baonuago od) Wo evil of bed bas 
j | i ark - a . 


hw 7 4 h - 
‘Cie (ae, ae ee ia vee i 


. 


They returned, expecting to move early enough to get 
things fixed up for winter before the weather would get cold, 
but before we were ready to start we all took down with chills 
and fever(all except father) and it was quite cool before we 
were able to travel. 


We finally started but it was slow getting along. We would 
have chills every few days on the road and all winter, hut it 
did not seem to hurt us so much as at first. We crossed the 
river at Fort Madison, on a steamboat ferry. 


People were very kind, let us stay in their houses over nigit 
and make our beds on the floor before the fire. 


When we got within three miles of our claim, we stopped 
with a family by the name of Robb that Father had got ac- 
quainted with during the summer. It was near where Liberty- 
ville is now, in Jefferson county. Mrs. Robb ground buckwheat 
on the coffee mill and made us some warm cakes. We had 
some kind of bread too, but her warm buckwheat was grand. 


After supper they treated us to hickory nuts, and the beds 
were brought in and spread before the nice wood fire in the 
sarge fireplace. We felt like we had found friends. 


Father brought a few hogs and cows from Illinois. Jack 
Foster came with us and helped with the stock. 


When we got to our shanty and made our beds it took up 
all the room from one side to the other. I only stayed cne nicht 
in the shanty. Father saw a neighbor who lived 13 miles from 
us(a Mrs. Carater). She told him to fetch some of the children 
to her house and she would take care of them until he could 
put a cabin up. So I was having chills again and he took me. 
She was as kind to me as my own Mother could have been, but 
J got wonderfully homesick, but I stayed two weeks. When I 
went home they had a cabin up, and a puncheon floor, a fire- 
place and a good warm fire. 


We were blessed with plenty of wood for fuel. Father split 
and hewed puncheons out of a maple tree and made us a table, 
all the one we had for 8 or 9 years. 


By this time our supply of bread stuff was exhausted and 
fFomething had to be done. Father cut down a tree about two 
feet through, cut off a block 4 feet hich, made it level on both 
ends, and he chopped with the ax and burned and chiseled un- 
til he made a hole about a foot deep in one end, and made a 
wooden hammer to fit it and pounded corn to make bread. We 
would sift out the meal to bake and winnow the chaff out in the 
wind, and boil the cracked corn with a piece of our mass fed 
pork. There were plenty of acorns and nuts to fat our hogs, and 
it made good eating for hungry children. But I have thought 
in later years that it was not sufficient for Mother. 


After pounding our bread in a hominy block for a month, 
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David was sent to Keosauqua, 18 or 20 miles, to a mill. I don’t 
remember whether he took corn with him, or bought it in the 
old purchase, but it was cornmeal all the same. But this 
was not the hardest thing we had to undergo. Mother being re- 
duced with sickness in the fall and the hardships of moving 
and exposure, with insufficient food, nourishing a babe at the 
breast, was more than her nervous system was able to endure. 
She took down about the middle of March with what proved to 
be brain fever or something as bad. The doctors bled aer in 
the temples, cut off the hair and blistered her head all over, 
all to no efiect. After a month of untold suffering the spirit 
tock its flight, her body found a resting place on the claim she 
had hoped for an earthly home, but she had a title for a home 
for the soul, where sorrows and partings are never known, where 
Jesus is. 


After the remains of our dear mother were laid away, we 
had a great deal to do. She died the 13th of April. George 
would be 14 months old the 22nd. He was a puny child, never 
waiked until fall. It was my business to take care of him, day 
and night, slept with him in my arms. I was most eleven years 
old, your mother was six and a half years, Aunt Margret was five 
years older than myself. 


If Margret had not been one of the best girls in the world, 
I don’t know what would become of us. -She filled the place 
of both mother and sister. 


It was spring and all hands had to do something toward 
getting something in the ground, for there was where our liv- 
ing had to come from. 


Father got a bushel or two of wheat of a neighbor to sow 
on the shares. Also a peck of flax seed of the same man. 


When the wheat was ripe and cut long enough to get dry, 
they cleaned off a place and tramped it out with horses, turn- 
ing the straw occasionally to get the unthreshed wheat on top. 
Then the straw was lifted off and the wheat took up, chaff, dirt 
and all in a half bushel or bucket and a wagon cover spread, and 
the mixture sifted down through the wind to separate the dust 
and chaff from the wheat. If the wind wasn’t strong enough, 
two boys would take a sheet and, one ahold of each end. and 
fan with that. 


When all was done Father sacked some of the wheat and 
took it to a horse mill 4 or 5 miles from where we lived, got 
it ground and Margret sifted it through a corn meal sleve and 
made bread good enough for a king to feast on. It was sum- 
mer and we had plenty of milk and butter. Then we had. been 
months on corn bread. 

I had never seen flax growing until now. Father knew all 
about handling it and we were soon initiated. 
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He took us in the patch when it was ready to pull. He 
took the lead and we soon had it pulled and spread on the 
ground to dry. When he got it rotted and ready to clean, he 
made a flax break, and put up boards about the height for each 
young one to work on, made what he called swingling knives 
out of wood. He would break the flax and learn us how to 
clean it with our board and knife. We got tired of the busi- 
ness, but had to keep at it just the same. When it was in 
process, a good old man that lived about 2 miles from us, by the 
name of Wilson, came in bringing a flax hatchel. He had brought 
it from Pennsylvania with him. This combed the tow all out 
and made it look like a roll of silk when it was ready for the 
wheel. We would bat the tow, and spin it on a big wheel, but 
had no flax wheel. Mother had wove in Ohio and brought her 
harness and slays temples and shuttles with her, so Father 
made her a loom and Margret would weave for a neighbor to 
‘pay her for spinning the flax. We raised flax and worked it 
for several years. It made good summer clothing, nice table 
cloths and towels, and we made grain sacks and straw ticks 
for our beds, and our sewing thread out of it. 


Sometime during the fall of 1838 Father received a letter 
from a man that he had known in the east, Whitney by name, 
informing Father where he was. I think it was Coshockton or 
Shocockon, on the Mississippi river. He had calculated to 
come to see Father, but was on important business, and had 
taken sick, and would have to return as soon as he was able. 
He said Father's sister had sent him a present that was worth 
coming after. 


He(Father) went on horseback, was gone 4 or 5 days. The 
present was 20 dollars cash. 


He bought ten head of sheep soon after that. I have thought 
he paid with that money. After we got our sheep, we made 
‘winter clothing out of wool. The flock increased until we had 
enough to make blankets and coverlids for our beds. 


We had to use slough water and sometimes had to carry 
it a half mile. In hot weather how we suffered for a good 
drink. 


Father commenced a well, dug more than forty feet and 
got no water. He then went about three hundred yards west 
to the edge of the prairie, got water without any trouble. We 
carried it from there, and had good water. In the course of 
time he built a good hewed log house near the well. I think we 
only lived in it one winter. A man in Van Buren county bar- 
‘tered him to trade claims, offered him 50 dollars boot and Father 
took him up. It was spring when we moved. It was a little 
old log cabin, but before winter we had a new hewed log house 
just like the one we left. It was about 4 miles from our Jeff- 
‘erson county home, but I don’t remember ever secing our old 
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home after we left. The new one was a nicer place than the 
one we left but it was never home to me like the one where 
my Mother died and was buried. 


I think we spent about five years on the two claims. 


About that time this portion of the territory was open for 
settlement. We sold out to an Ohio man, a Dr. Walker, and 
Father came up here and made a claim on the river(Des Moines 
river), where your Uncle Hiram lived when you left here. 


He got a span of horses and wagon, the balance was cash. 
I think he never had any of the money in his possession until 
this land came in market. 


Moving commenced late in the fall. We had considerable 
stuff to move this time, nothing of any great value, but it was 
of great importance to us. We fetched our loom and wheel 
with us, had two teams and quite a herd of sheep, cattle and 
hogs. It was no great distance but it toook us several days. 
Father and David had come up in the spring and made their 
claims and put in a patch of corn. 


A Mr. Williams and wife had made a claim and put up a 
cabin where your Aunt Emily (and Uncle David Durham) now 
lives. They had gone back to the old purchase to winter, and 
we got permission to go into their house until we could build. 
(They were the grandparents of Leander Williams.) 


Our house was soon under way. The logs had to be chopped 
and put up, clapboards split for the roof, a fireplace made, and 
puncheons split for the floor, the cracks chinked with split 
wood and daubed with mud. There was plenty of wood for our 
large fireplace, and we were very comfortably fixed when we 
got home, but we had no loft floor, and David and Foster went 
to an old Indian town on Lake Prairie near by and got bark off 
the old wickiups and put on the joists for a loft floor. 


Charles had been sick in the fall, was not able to work 
much. So he was left in the old purchase to go to school. It 
was near Christmas when we got moved home. Father, David 
and Foster left for the old purchase soon after we moved. 


Father went for some of our goods that we could not fetch 
with us, and to settle up his business and get a supply of bread 
stuff. David was going to stay and work awhile, and they took 
Foster along to drive one of the teams back. 


The river was frozen solid when they went away. It turn- 
ed warm and came some rain, the snow melted off and raised 
the river and the ice broke up and run out. It jammed and 
piled the large cakes of ice all along the sandbar so that we 
could not get to the water with our cattle and sheep. We had 
to drive them down a half mile to Andrew Foster's, where he 
watered his things. It snowed and turned cold in a few days, 
and our fodder was all gone, the pea vines and vegetation was 
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covered up so that our cattle could get nothing to eat, and we 
had to cut down little elm trees for them to get the tops. 


Hiram and George were quite small, not considered capable 
of doing outdoor work in the winter, and they were poorly shod, 
but Hiram would tie his feet up in old rags and help us to cut 
down trees for the cattle to feed on. They were gone some 
time, perhaps three weeks. 


The river froze over again, and we were worried for fear 
they would come in the night and break in(through). 


They did come in the night, but Father took in the situa- 
tion and they secured the teams on the Lake Prairie side, and 
he got a heavy stick to try the ice before him, having Foster 
follow along behind out of danger. 


(The following statement by her son, Elbert Clinton Miller: 
This ends the original letter, unsigned and unfinished as I have 
it. The foregoing is all that I have. Evidently my Mother was 
hindered from ever finishing the letter and mailing it. The 
original will be kept in my possession. These pages were typed 
from the original with spelling and punccuation of the orizinal 
by my son, Elbert Durham Miller, who is sixteen years old. 
If these pages are of any interest to the other members of the 
Durham family, I shall be glad that 1 have sent them to you. 
My address is: Elbert Clinton Miller, Marysville, Calif.) 


ELIZA JANE DURHAM 
Eliza Jane Durham 


Married to : Married Feb. 26, 1852, Marion Co., Iowa. 
David D. Miller : 
Children : Foster Miller, Feb. 11, 1863, Marion Coun- 
: ty, Iowa. 


: McClelland Miller, 
: Elbert C. Miller. 
Foster Miller : 


Married to : Apr. 24, 1890, Rice Co., Kans. 
Emma Gebhart ‘ 
Children : Hugh Durham Miller, Feb. 1, 1891. 


: Guy Fuller, Miller, Sept. 13, 1893. 
: Elbert Earl Miller, July 19, 1896. 
: David Bryan Miller, Sept. 1, 1908. 
Hugh D. Miller : 
Married to : Sept. 20, 1916, Grant County, Oklahoma. 
Bell L. Loomis ; 
Children : Carlton Loomis Miller. 
: Leland H. Miller. 
: Alfred C. Miller. 
: Alden H. Miller. 
: Darrel F. Miller. 
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Guy F. Miller 
married to 
Edna Hensinger 
Children 
Elbert E. Miller 
married to 
Alice Glick 
Children 


married to 
Martha James 
Elbert Clinton Miller 
married to 
Carrie Jenson 
Children 


: May 27, 1918, Grant County, Oklahoma. 


: Kelley Leroy Miller. 


: Sept. 6, 1923, Grant County, Ok!ahoma. 


: Earl E. Miller Jr., Dec, 21, 1927. 


David Bryan Miller : 
: Dec. 25, 1935, Forgan, Oklahoma. 


Marion Co., Iowa, Jan. 23, 1871. 


: Oct. 8, 1908, in Manila, P. I. 
: of Hull, lowa, U. S. A. 
: John Jenson Miller, Aug. 8, 1910. Died 


Dec. 6, 1912. 


: Elbert Durham Miller, June 15, 1912. 


Both born in Manila, P. Il. 


: Address 1122 High St., Marysville, Calif. 


Foster Edward Dur-: 


ham 
married to 


Children 


FOSTER E. DURHAM 


: July 1, 1852, Marion County, Iowa. 
Elizabeth M. Harsin : 
: Sylvester V. Durham, June 6, 1853, Mar- 


ion County, lowa. 


: Miama Clementine Durham, Mar. 21, 1855, 


Marion County, Iowa. 


Sarah E. Durham, May 22, 1857, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: John David Durham, May 18, 1859, Marion 


County, lowa. 


; Chas. Martin. Durham, June 25, 1861, Mar- 


ion County, Iowa. 


: Delila J. Durham, Sept. 16, 1863, Marion 


Sylvester V. Durham: 
: June 5, 1873. 


married to 
Martha Miranda 
Lundy 
Children 


County, Iowa. 


: Vivia C. Durham, June 3, 1878, Lucas 


County, Iowa. 

J. Lemuel Durham, Apr. 26, 1882, Lucas 
County, Iowa. 

Bertie E. Durham, Aug. 11 
County, Nebr. 

Arza M. Durham, Jan, 14, 1895, Marion 
County, Iowa, 
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Vivia C. Durham 

married to. 
Saml. W. Clark 
Children 


Morrison VY. Clark 
married to 
Helen I. Harvey 
Thomas Wilson 
Clark 
married to 
Carrie Verross 
Children 


Lloyd A, Clark 
married to 


Lloyd A. Clark 
married to 
Pearl B. Noftsger. 
Mildred H. Clark 
married 1o 
Arie De Heus 
Children 


John D. Durham 


married to 


Mary A. McLaughlin: 
: Wm. E. Durham, Sept. 20, 1880. Deceased 


: June 25, 
: Died Feb. 12, 1892. 
: Nov. 22, 
: Born April 13, 1864. 

: Chas. Carl Durham, Sept. 25, 1882, Mar- 


Children 


Chas. Martin Dur- 
ham 
married to 
Lilly M. Butts 
Children 


: Apr. 30, 1896. 
: Morrison V. Clark, June 20, 1898, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: T. Wilson Clark, Oct. 13, 1900, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: Lloyd A. Clark, Sept. 18, 1903. 
: Mildred H. Clark, Nov. 27, 1908. 


: Jan. 11, 1924, Marion County, Iowa. 


Feb. 8, 1922, Marion County, Iowa. 


Marion 


: Verna S. Clark, Dec. 19, 1924, 

: County, lowa. 

: Della M. Clark, Mar. 10, 1928, Marion 
; County, Iowa. 

: Leuta C. Clark, Oct. 10, 1933, Marion 
: County, Iowa. 

: Leroy W. Clark, Oct. 9, 1938, Marion 


County, lowa. 


: Dec. 24, 1924, Marion County, Iowa. 
Gladys B. Brubaker: 


Divorced. 


: Oct. 24, 1930. 


: June 15, 1930, Marion County, Iowa. 


: Marvin P. De Heus, Dec. 11, 1931, Marion 


County, Iowa: 


: Vivia Marie De Heus, July 31, 1938. 
: May 18, 1859, Marion County, Iowa, 
: Died Mar. 13, 1888. 

: Aug. 24, 1878. 


Deceased. 


1861, Marion County, Iowa. 


1881. 


ion County, lowa. 


: Artie Durham, B. Dec. 20, 1888. Deceased. 
: Foster EB. Durham. Deceased, 
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Chas. C. Durham 
married to 

Vera Hicks 
Children 


Kenneth M. Durham 
married to 

Virginia E. Ellis 

J. Lemuel Durham 
married to 

Alta B. Harsin 


: Sept. 25, 1882. 
: Jan. 10, 1904, Texarkana, Texas. 


: Kenneth M. Durham, De Queen, Ark., 


Mar. 27, 1905. 


: Florene E. Durham, De Queen, Ark., June 


9, 1907. 


Levone Durham, Apr. 18, 1916. 
: Mar. 27, 1905, Texarkana, Texas. 


lec. 25, 1924, Texarkana, Texas. 


Born Lucas County, Iowa. 
Mar. 1, 1911, Marion County, Iowa. 
Deceased. 


J. Lemuel Durham 
married to 
Tiscia Dykstra 
Children 


‘Bertie E. Durham 
married to 


Children 


Bertie E. Durham 
married to 


Jemima E. Thomp- : 
: Nov. 3, 1920. 
: John Edward Durham, Marion County, 


son 
Children 


Irene H. Durham 
married to 

John E. Black 
Children 


Arza M. Durham 
married to 

Nanie M. Wolver 
Children 


Vivia C. Durham 
Clark 
married to 
Mr. Zwank 


_Kenneth. Lloyd Dur-: 


ham 
‘married to 


: Kenneth Lloyd Durham, 


: Born Netherlands, May 16, 1890. 
: Agnes M. Durham, May 16, 1915, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: Lester V. Durham, May 17, 1917, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: July 28, 1909, Marion County, lowa. 


Hattie Van Oostrum: q 
: Irene H. Durham, May 13, 1910, Marion 


Died ————— — 


County, lowa. 


: Died Jan. 27, 1922. 


Iowa, 


: Apr. 13, 1931. 
: Marilyn L, Black, May 27, 1934, Mahaska 


County, Iowa. 


: Apr. 27, 1914, Marion County, Iowa. 


Sept. 18, 1915, 
Marion County, Iowa. 


: Lorane M. Durham, Feb. 19, 1919, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


Dorothy A. Durham, Oct. 24, 1924, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: Marion County, Iowa. 


: Couple now living in Pella, Iowa. 


Knoxville, Marion County, Iowa, 1937. 
Geraldine Bousquet: 
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SARAH ANN DURHAM 


Sarah Ann Durham : Born Sept. 6, 1832, Marion County, Iowa. 
~ Died Noy. 21, 1870. 
married to : Sept. 10, 1858, Marion County, Towa. 
Leonard Lee Iler : Born Sept. 6, 1831. Died Apr. 11, 1910. 
Children : Nancy Jane Iler, May 29, 1865, Marion 
; County, Icwa. 
: lorenzo Dow Jler, Dec. 19, 1866, Marion 
: County, Iowa. Died Apr. 9, 1904. 
: Laura Etta Iler, Nov. 14, 1868, Marion 
County, Iowa. Died July 6, 1924. 


Nancy Jane ller : Born May 29, 1865. 
married to : 

J. D. Hartman : Born Feb. 18, 1857. Died Oct. 28, 1928. 
Children : Flossie(Adopted daughter). 

Lcrenzo Dow Iler : Born Dec. 19, 1866. Died Apr. 9, 1904. 
married to : August, 1895. 

Elese Hessler : 
Children : Leonard, Hazel and Mae Iiler. 

Laura Etta Iler : Born Nov. 14, 1868. Died July 6, 1924. 
married to : Feb. 20, 1889. 

William S. P. Eyler: Born Jan. 8, 1869. 
Children : Myrtle, Margaret, Lida, Zella, Lee and 


Evelyn Eyler. 


Sarah Ann Iler, after being afflicted with cancer for many 
years and had withstood two amputations of one limb without 
success, passed away at her home on Sandridge, as stated above. 
She had taught school prior to her marriage to Mr. ller. During 
her affliction she had been a great sufferer for many years, a 
kind mother, and a dutiful wife. 

Mr. Iler remarried and moved with his family to the state 
of Nebraska. In 1884, in company with Foster Miller, I visited 
them at Osceola, same state. 


Their son, Dow, came back to Iowa on a brief visit, re- 
turning to Nebraska. He died later. The two daughters remain- 
ed out there, their location is unknown to us at the present 
time, 1938. W,. ». wD. 


(Since the above was prepared for publication, a letter has 
been received from Mrs. Harry Blackmun, 3812 N. E. Sandy 
Bivd., Portland, Oregon, dated June 26, 1939, stating that she 
is a niece of Nancy ller Hartman, giving us more information 
of the family.—W. B. D.) 
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BIOGRAPHY OF HIRAM FULLER DURHAM 


Hiram Fuller Durham, son of David and Nancy(Clements) 
Durham, was born June 3, 1835, in Morgan County, Ohio. When 
a lad of three years the family moved to McLean County, Iili- 
nois, and from there they came across the Mississippi river in 
the year 1838. They arrived in what is now Jefferson County, 
Iowa. There the wife-mother died April 13, 1839. Remaining 
there about three years, thence to Van Buren County for per- 
haps two or three years, and on May first, 1843, arrived in what 
later became Clay Township, Marion County, Iowa. 


Settling on the south side of the Des Moines river, where 
the family established a home in the new territory, which was 
known as the Territory of Wisconsin. Their arrival here and 
subsequent residence was attended by more or less privation 
and hardship, (see family history). Here the subject of our 
sketch grew up, as the family was bereft of a mother, his train- 
ing was left largely to care of older children, who evidently 
were of the better class. School facilities in the new country 
were very limited. Being reared under such pioneer condi- 
tions, and where the partly civilized Indians were still present 
for at least one year, and no public buildings in existence, (I 
quote from hearsay), one year or less at Central University 
finished his education. 


In early manhood he, in company with other parties, made 
a trip across the western plains to the Rocky Mountains. 
When crossing the state of Nebraska they experienced a severe 
wind and electric storm at night which tore up their camp and 
scattered their work oxen, tore up their wagons and other 
equipment so they hadn’t room for all the men. So they drew 
lots to decide who should continue the trip. Hiram was one 
of the fortunate who went on. During this storm the only way 
one could hold his position was to lie tace down and hold to 
the grass. On this trip the Indians would sometimes make the 
travelers a visit, sometimes in a peaceful way, but usually had 
to be watched pretty close to prevent them from taking articles 
that didn’t belong to them,(commonly called stealing). On one 
occasion the red skins made a raid on the camp, taking a pony 
belonging to Hiram’s brother, Foster. The company sent men 
out after them. They crowded the Indians so close that they 
turned the pony loose but shot him with an arrow that was 
supposed to have been poisoned. At any rate the pony died. 


On Nov. 10, 1861 Hiram married Elizabeth Lee, daughter 
of John and Nancy Lee of the same neighborhood, and began 
keeping house in a log cabin about 7 miles northwest of Pella, 
Iowa, on the north side of the Skunk River, where their first 
child was born Aug. 28, 1862. The following spring they moved 
to the Old Homestead at Durham's Ferry, otherwise having 
been known as Durham's Ford, Durham's Ford Post Office, and 
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Durham’s Landing(for steamboats), where three other children 
were later born, namely, Nancy J., Annie M., David Russell. 


Being a charter member of the local Grange at Eureka 
schoolhouse, he was chosen secretary and continued in office 
until the disbanding in the 1870s. 


In the year 1881 Hiram decided on selling the Old Home- 
stead which the family had cherished as home since the year 
1843. This move was thought best for various reasons, especi- 
ally since in that year the Wabash R. R. was continued from 
Albia, Monroe County, to Des Moines, passing through the 
farm in such a manner as to permasently damage some of the 
best land, making a large curve through the same, and coming 
near enough the residence so it passed through the east end 
of the garden, just a few rods away. Though a settlement was 
made for the dumage, yet Hiram was not content to stay long. 
He sold out in early winter and bought a farm in Belmont 
Township, Warren County, same state. The new purchase con- 
sisted of 200 and some acres of high class prairie land im- 
proved. As time went on he succeeded in tiling a good portion 
of the farm, which added to its value. He employed a method 
of rotating the crops, and it is considered one of the best farms 
in the township. 


Hiram was a charter member of the Warren County Far- 
mers Mutual Insurance Association. In a few years he was 
chosen secretary and remained as such until his health failed, 
at which time he retired to private life. 


The date of his passing was Dec. 6, 1906 on the farm last 
above mentioned. 


Thus my most trusted councilor and advisor passed to his 
reward. His many fine attributes are cherished in my memory 
to this day, having passed the allotted time of man in this life. 


Politically a Democrat 
He maintained belief in government by the people and for 
the people, with equal rights to all and special privilege to none. 


Morally and Religiously 

He tried to practice the Golden Rule so far as practical 
in this life of perplexity. A staunch believer in the final restitu- 
tion of the whole human family to Holiness and Happiness 
through the Saviour of mankind as set forth in Holy Writ, 
maintaining that Christ came to save the lost. Therefore His 
reign must continue until his mission is fulfilled. As in Adam 
all die, even so, in Christ shall all be made alive, that the 
scriptures reveal God to be Love and His mercy endureth for- 
ever. 

What a joy to be able to cherish the hope I have, that in 
the not far distant when my work is done here, I shall be 
permitted to greet the loved Ones on the Better Shore.—W. B. 
Durham. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF W. B. DURHAM 


Son of Hiram F. and Elizabeth (Lee) Durham, on the 
north side of Skunk River, about 7 miles northwest of Pella, 
Iowa, on the 28th day of August, 1862, I was born. About 6 
months later the family moved to the original Durham’s Ford 
homestead, on the south side of the Des Moines river, where 
David Durham made his claim in 1843, and in 1882, in the 
month of February our family moved to Belmont Township, 
Warren County, Iowa. Most of the time since the above date 
I have spent in this county. Though somewhat broken in 
health and finances, I may still be hanging around here for 
sometime yet. 


During my stay at the old homestead in Marion County, I 
attended public school at from 5 to 10 years of age. After 
that my schooling consisted of about three months a year at 
the same school. At the age of sixteen I turned down a col- 
lege education proposition just because of timidity. Once gone 
the chance never came again. 


On the 31st day of March, 1887, I married Minnie A. Hantz, 
who has been my helpmate all these years. We have as our 
reward three grown children, all married, of whom we are 
very proud and thankful to our Heavenly Father. 


Up to 1912 my occuation was farming, in which I took quite 
a pride. On moving to Milo, December, 1912, I decided to re- 
tire from farming. In the spring of 1913 I was induced to take 
part in soliciting funds to build a “Christian Union Church” 
in Milo. The church was built and dedicated the spring of 
1914 at the cost of about $15,000. 


In the month of March, 1915 I received notice from the 
Post Office Department at Washington that I had been appoint- 
ed Postmaster at Milo, Iowa, effective March 2, 1915, which 
position I held for two appointive terms or eight years. 

The following, clipped from the Indianola Advocate-Tri- 
bune, Noy. 29, 1917: “W. B. Durham has lived in and near 
Milo for the past 34 years; was raised on a farm, and spent 
his early life on the banks of the Des Moines river, south of 
Pella, Marion County, Iowa. As postmaster Mr. Durham has 
given the patronage of the Milo office good and efficient service 
with a thorough knowledge of his duties to the Department and 
to the patrons. He ranks as one of the best officials in the 
county.”—Clint L. Price. 

Religiously I maintain that it is God’s will, pleasure, pur- 
pose, promise and oath that all men shall be saved, for which 
He sent His only begotten. Son Who is to reign until all enmity 
is conquered and God shall be all in all. The witness of these 
things is numerous in the Holy Bible, the promises expressed 
in the scriptures are very comforting to the wayfaring man, 
and Good must prevail, is my belief, 
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Since the origin of our family reunion in 1918 I have taken 
up the history and genealogy of the David Durham family, which 
has been quite a task with some disappointments. But the co- 
operation of some of the best people on earth has been most 
helpful and gratifying. The degree of our success we leave 
to the reader. 

W. B. DURHAM. 


LYLE W. DURHAM 


Son of W. B. and Minnie A. Durham, was born in Belmont 
Township, Warren County, Iowa, on January 19, 1904. He re- 
ceived his education from the Milo, Iowa, public schools and 
was graduated from the Milo High School in 1922 with highest 
honors. 


He served the following year as assistant postmaster with 
his father at Milo. In the fall of 1923 he entered the Iowa 
State Agricultural College at Ames, Later he finished his col- 
lege work and received his B. A. degree at Cedar Falls State 
Teachers College. 


He taught his first term of school at Decatur City, Iowa. 
From there he went to Shannon City, where he taught for 
eight years. 


On May 21, 1932 he was married to Margret Nulph of 
Shannon City. In September, 1935 he entered the Winterset, 
Iowa, High School] faculty, where he was engaged in teaching 
Manual Arts and Instrumenta] Music, and is at present teach- 
ing there. During the past 10 years the educators of the state 
of Iowa have recognized the importance of public music and 
have encouraged the music instructors to train and enter their 
pupils in music contests and festivals. Mr. Durham has had 
marked success along this line. The Shannon City orchestra, 
under his direction, was permitted to enter the State High 
School Music Festival at Iowa City in 1933, winning second 
place in their division. 

In 1938 the Winterset High School Band won recognition 
in Class A at the State Music Festival at Iowa City. 


The Winterset high school band received the rating of “Su- 
perior” in the south central district marching band contest at 
Winterset last Saturday. The band is conducted by Lyle Dur- 
ham, former Milo boy.—Milo Motor. 
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Hiram F. Durham 
married to 

Elizabeth Lee 
Children 


: David Russell 


H. F. DURHAM FAMILY 


: June 3, 1835, Morgan County, Ohio. 

: Nov. 10, 1861, Marion County, Iowa. 

: Mar. 31, 1837, Orange County, Indiana. 
: William Bennett Durham, Aug. 28, 1862, 


Marion County, Iowa. 


: Nancy Jane Durham, July 26, 1864, Mar- 


ion County, Iowa. 


:; Annie May Durham, Dec. 15, 1865, Mar- 


ion County, Iowa. 

Durham, Oct. 27, 1871, 
Marion County, Iowa. Died Jan. —, 1937, 
Payette, Idaho. 


WILLIAM B. DURHAM FAMILY 


William B. Durham : 
: Mar. 31, 1887, Warren County. Iowa. 
: Aug. 21, 1869, Wayne County, Ohio. 


: Blanche Elizabeth Durham, June 25, 1890, 


married to 
Minnie A. Hantz 


Children 


Blanche FE. Durham : 
: Feb. 22, 1911, Warren County, Iowa. 
Claude W. Risinger : 


: Max Durham Risinger, May 15, 1913, War- 


married to 


Children 


Lora May Durham 
married to 
Derby J. Davey 
Children 


Lyle W. Durham 


married to 
Margret Nulph 


Lucas County, Iowa. 


: Lora May Durham, Nov. 6, 1892, Warren 


County, Iowa. 


: Lyle William Durham, Jan. 19, 1904, War- 


ren County, lowa. 
June 25, 1890, Warren County, Iowa. 


ren County, Iowa. Graduate of Illinois 


Western College, band and orchestra. 
Instructor Jesup, Iowa. Accomplished 
vocalist. 


: Graduate Milo High School. Writer. 

: Feb. 11, 1914, Garden City, Kansas. 

: Farmer. 

: Roy Gordon Davey, Oct. 19, 1914, Warren 


County, Iowa. 


: Elton Allen Davey, June 9, 1922, Warren 


County, Iowa. Died Jan. 6, 1924, 


: Robert Lyle Davey, Mar. 16, 1925, Warren 


County, lowa. 


: College, Ames, Iowa State Teachers, In- 


structor band, Wintereset 


High School. 


orchestra, 


: May 21, 1932, Yankton, South Dakota. 
: Shannon City, lowa. Accomplished Pianist. 
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Max Durham Risin-: 


ger : May 15, 1914, Warren County, Iowa. Grad- 
4 uate Illinois Teachers. 
married to : Aug. 21, 1937, Fort Madison, Iowa. 
Rosemary Peter : 1917, Lee County, Iowa. 
Children : James Bert Risinger, Nov. 1, 1938, Black 
: Hawk County, Iowa. 


Roy Gordon Davey : Oct. 19, 1914, Warren County, Iowa. Val- 
: edictorian, Milo High School 1933. 


married to : 1937. 
Othella Wright : Sept. —, 1917. Graduate Milo High School. 
Children : Gordon Wright Davey, May 15, 1939. 


Oct. 21, 1938. A letter from the president of the North East 
Iowa Band Master’s Association stated that Max Risinger has 
been placed on the Executive Committee. 


RISINGER IN SONG SERVICE 
Northboro H. S. Principal Gives Appropriate Vocal] Recital 
Sunday Night. 


Last Sunday evening Max D. Risinger presented a service 
in song at the Methodist church of Northboro, Mrs. Ella Me- 
Kensie acted as accompanist. A large congregation was pres- 
ent for the service. 


Following is the program which Mr. Risinger presented: 


Wher’er You Walk - - - - Handel 
I Attempt From Love’s Sickness to Fly - - Purcell 
Die Lotoshlume(The Lotus Flower) - - Schuman 
Ein Ton(What Sound Is TREES - - - Cornelius 
Serenade - - Louis Campbell Tipton 
My Redeemer and My ‘te - - - - - Buck 
i Will Litt Up Mine Eyes - - - - Bartlett 
The Ninety and Nine - - - - - Campion 
Come Thou Weary One - - ~ - - Soechtig 
O Dry Those Tears - - ~ - - Del Riego 
Then You'll Remember Me - - - - Balfe 
The Rose of Tralee - - - - - Glover 
I Hear You Calling Me - - - - Marshall 
Last Night - - - - - - - Kjerulf 
Mighty Lak’ A Rose - = - - - - Nevin 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot - - - <! Spiritual 
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NANCY J. DURHAM FAMILY 


Nancy Jane Durham: 
married to : 
William F. Nemeyer : 


Children 


: Dec. 25, 1890, Warren County, Iowa. 


Lizzie M. Nemeyer, Apr. 6, 1892, Adair 
County, Iowa. 

Rex Nemeyer, Oct. 28, 1893, Adair County, 
Iowa. 


: Russell Henry Nemeyer, Sept. 25, 1895, 


Lizzie May Nemeyer: 
married to 
Arch Wolf 


Rex Nemeyer 


Russell H. Nemeyer: 


married to 
Marie Ross 


Adair County, Iowa. 
High school graduate. Bank clerk. 


: June 6, 1923, Adair County, Iowa. 


: Overseas World War veteran, now in Chi- 


cago. 


Training camp, Aerial division. Honorable 
discharge. 


: Sept. 23, 1926, Adair County, Iowa. 


ANNIE MAY DURHAM FAMILY 


Annie May Durham : 
married to 
Allen D. Talbott 


Children 


: Sept. 23, 1885, Warren County, Iowa. 


: Edward Lee Talbott, July 1886, Warren 


County, Iowa. 


: Hiram R. Talbott, Oct. 25, 1888, Warren 


County, Iowa. 


: Forest A. Talbott, Aug. 24, 1902, Warren 


County, lowa. 


: David D. Talbott, Mar. 21, 1905, Warren 


Edward Lee Talbott: 
married to 
Clara E. Heller 


Children 


County, Iowa. 
Farmer, South Dakota. 


: Warren County, Iowa. 
: Formerly a school teacher. 


: Marie Talbott, Nov. 18, 1909, Warren 


County, Iowa. 


: Gladys E. Talbott, May 16, 1911. 


: Dorothy I. Talbott, Aug. 4, 1913. 


: Frances G. Talbott, Oct. 22, 1916. 


(All four girls high school graduates.) 


: Allen D. Talbott, Aug. 12, 1918. 
: Edward J. Talbott, Aug. 23, 1920. 
: Margret A. Talbott, Jan. 24, 1925. 


: James C. Talbott, May 7, 1927. 
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Forest A. Talbott 


married to : North Platte, Nebr. 
Juanita J. Thompson: 
Children : Allen Forest Talbott, Sept. 12, 1935. 


Hiram R. Talbott : Died Jan. 1938. 
married to 3 
Maude E. Lewis 


Children : Albert David Talbott, Jan. 12, 1932. 
: Mildred Louise Talbott, Dec. 5, 1933, Ne- 
; braska. 


David D. Talbott 
married to : 1936. 
Ruth Cronin : 


DAVID RUSSELL DURHAM FAMILY 
David Russell Dur-: 


ham : Oct. 27, 1871, Marion County, Iowa. 
married to : 1890, Warren County, Iowa. 
Etta Ferguson : Jan. 28, 1870, Warren County, lowa. 
Children : Etha Durham, Sept. 21, 1891. 
: Orah Durham, Apr. 11, 1893. Died Aug. 
~ 24, 1932. 


: Jessie Durham, Mar. 15, 1895. 
: Ira Durham, Apr. 13, ——. 
: Lena Durham, Dec. 15, 1903. 
: George Durham, Mar. 8, 1906. 
Etha Durham : 
married to : Payette, Idaho, Nov. 10, 1918. 
Bertram Howard 


Orah Durham 


married to ; Nov. 24, 1918. 
Bernice Schofield 
Children : Ray Durham, June 15, 1920. 


: Junior Durham, Sept. 5, 1921. 
: Rolland Durham, Apr. 9, 1932. 
Jessie Durham : 


married to Payette, Idaho. 
Clause Reimer ‘ 
Children : Paul Reimer, Dec. 7, 1911. 


: Russell Reimer, Aug. 8, 1913. 
: Etta Marie Reimer, Sept. 20, 1924. 
Ira Durham : 


married to Payette, Idaho. 
Pearl Rock : 
Children : Hazel Durham, Jan. 17, 1924. 


: Alene Durham, May 15, 1926. 
66 


6 Oe ae, 


- 


7 ©* be 7 


eeer ct saat Modis £ 
-9¥i SRAM 2 9h .HodisT 


YIIMAT MAHAUC suiaeeon arvad 
= loasoA. p 


VOL apo? gol ATRL 8 930 


auol “gao0) ceew eet of amt a! A 
awol ware) aetreW Tai 2S sah soaugist «ai 
TORE ae jyo® wredd eft abhi | 
BUA “bold Get . A as iexO z 
"set of 


Sest ai aa woud gineal 

——~ $f 217A. statee ett 
Soe st eT foils seat 
0eL 2 18M .1ghted eptoes 


2t8t Of vo debt Siege 


2) eh oe Sh ow ce 48 06 4S wt ee oe © ‘© es «8 “as 


a seer a es AST | 


+44 


=) +e 


“2s 


Lena Durham : 
married to : Payette, Idaho. 
Wesley Beigh : 


Children : Kathlene Beigh, Nov. 20, 1928. 


George Durham 
married to : May 14, 1927. 
Alice Reed : 


WELL KNOWN PAYETTE MAN DIES 


The news dispatches of Tuesday morning carried the an" 
nouncement of the death of one of the Payette Valley’s most 
highly esteemed citizens and successful farmer and iruit grow- 
ers, D. R. Durham, whose home has long been some six miles 
northeast of Payette. One of Mr. Durham’s widely known ser- 
vices was the developing of the black seeded strain of water- 
melon that bears his name. In the passing of Mr. Durham this 
paper lost a highly regarded friend and the Socialist cause in 
Idaho lost one of its most loyal and sensible supporters.—Pay- 
ette, Idaho, newspaper, March 22, 1937. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON DURHAM 


Son of David and Nancy Durham, born Feb. 22, 1838, the 
same year lowa became a territory. Having been left an or- 
phan by the death of his mother at the tender age of 14 months, 
as stated elsewhere in this little volume, no doubt he had as 
good care as a kind sister eleven years old could give him. 
Still it was not the tender mother care he so much needed. 


Under date of Aug. 5, 1862, in agreement with his brother, 
Hiram F., he had signed a contract with their father, David, 
for the rental of the old homestead(with certain reservations) 
for the period of the natural lifetime of David and Joanna Dur- 
hamtéhusband and wife), and they Were to have possession on 
the first day of the following March. Later G. W. took a notion 
to go to Montana and Idaho for a season. Later, returning to 
lowa, in partnership with his brother, H. F., he went to Lucas 
County and they bought a rough 160 quarter section. G. W. 
later married Malinda Lee and moved to the new purchase, em- 
barking in the livestock and farming business, using the open 
range, and the two brothers maintaining a herder throughout 
the grazing season for several years. 


The- subject of our sketch was an honorable, upright citi- 
zen. AS a young man he was deemed worthy of trust. I have 
the evidence in my possession at the present time that he held 
money to be dealt out to a family for their support in the 
. ubsence of the husband as needed. I was told this action was 
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to prevent her relatives from getting hold of the money for 
- their own use. 


He was a man highly respected in his neighborhood and 
they came in to counsel with him on their legal affairs. 


He served as Justice of the Peace several terms, school 
director on a District Township Schoo] Board. At one time 
kept a man prisoner in his residence overnight. 


G. W. was a kind and considerate husband and father. 


_Among his neighbors he was famous for his caustic re- 
marks made in a humorous way. 


He died at his home in Liberty township, Lucas county, 
Iowa, September 28, 1919. 
W. B. DURHAM. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON DURHAM FAMILY 


George W. Durham : Farmer, land owner and highly respected. 


: Died 1919. 
married to : Sept. 10, 1865, Marion County, Iowa. 
- Malinda Lee : Died 1928. Daughter of John and Nancy 
; Lee. 
Children : John David Durham, Oct. 8, 1866, Lucas 


: County, Iowa. 
: Andrew Clements Durham, Feb. 5, 1872, 
2 Lucas County, Iowa. 

John David Durham: Farmer, land owner, Lucas County, Iowa. 


married to : Lucas County, 1891. 
. Martha A. Gray 


Children : Chas. Clinton Durham, Feb. 22, 1892, Lu- 
- cas County, Iowa. 
: Clyde Andrew Durham, July 2, 1894, Lu- 
: cas County, Iowa. 
: Hannah M. Durham, Aug. 5, 1896, Lucas 
: County, Iowa. 
: Frank S. Durham, Apr. 15, 1900. 
: George David Durham, Mar. 31, 1909. 

Hannah M. Durham : 


married to : Aug. 20, 1914, Lucas County, Iowa. 
Gerald W. Terrell 
Children : Chas. Ronald Terrell, Jan. 14, 1916, Lu- 


: cas County, Iowa. 
: Paul Edwin Terrell, May 27, 1921, Lucas 
; County, lowa. 
: Albert Lee Terrell, Jan. 30, 1930, Polk 
: County, lowa. 
Clyde Andrew. Dur-: Overseas World War veteran. Honorable 
. ham ; Discharge, 
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Frank S. Durham 


married to : Dec. 12, 1929, Polk County, Iowa. 
Ruth V. Oxenrider : 
Children : John K. Durham, Oct. 13, 1930, Lucas 


: County, Iowa. 
: Jimmie C. Durham, Apr. 23, 1932, Lucas 
: County, Iowa. 


Anderw Clements 


Durham ; Farmer, land owner, stock raiser, Lucas 
: County, Iowa. 
married to : Feb. 11, 1920, Lucas County, lowa. 


Sarah D. Russell 


Winterport, Maine, 
Dec. 5, 1923. 
Mr. C. M. Moore and Sister Margie, 
Friends: 

I will try and answer yours, We were very pleased to 
hear that you had a nice pleasant trip back. If I was as good 
a writer as you or sister, I would be glad to write in regard 
to the questions. Will say that Miss Nancy Clements married 
David Durham. She was my grandmother’s sister and her 
brother’s daughter(Capt. John’s daughter) married a man named 
Durham and he died, and she married Joseph Chanborn. They 
lived in Belfast. He was a nice man. I wish you could hear 
him tell some of his school stories. They kept the Commercial 
Hotel at foot of Main St. about fifty years ago. Yes. we enjoy- 
ed sister’s letter very much. I wish Mrs. Conant and I were 
out there with you folks this winter. It has been raining lately. 
We haven’t had any cold weather yet. Well, Clif., Mrs. Conant 
will write all the news so I will leave it to her. With best 
wishes, I remain, 

Yours truly, ; 
G. H. CLEMENTS. 


1717 Yosemite Drive, 
Eagle Rock, Calif. 
Dec. 13, 1923. 
Mr. Wm. B. Durham, 
Milo, lowa. 

I wrote Mr. Clements soon after getting here and received 
this reply yesterday. Mr. Clements is a well-to-do farmer, now 
retired and living at Winterport Village on the Penobscot river. 

He is about 75 years of age, has three sons and a daughter, 
Charles C., Elmer and Harold, all of Winterport. If you wish 
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to go into the family history farther, I think that his son Charles 
could help you or tell you where you could get information. 


There are lots of these Clements in that section and they 
have annual reunions. 


Yours truly, 
C. M. MOORE. 


12 Church St., 
Belfast, Me., 
Oct. 8, 1924. 
My Dear Mr. Durham. 


Your letter to Miss Forbes of over a year ago she has just 
asked me to answer. You see she is no longer young and has 
had several illnesses these last years so that your letter was 
laid aside and forgotten. My husband and I are also much in- 
terested in the genealogy of the Durham family. The last week 
in September we took a motor trip up into New Hampshire, 
visiting the old town of Londonary, Derry and Chester, a most 
interesting trip. We could not get hold of any old records as 
they have been taken to Concord to be copied and cared for. 
Later I plan to go to Concord. 


The name Tolford has persisted always in this branch of 
the family. We now have two sons whom we call John and 
Tolford. I was curious about it and as Auntie Forbes suggested 
it might have been a family surname. Went to hunting and 
found that old John Durham’s wife was Mary Tolford. I found 
their marriage record in the U. S. of Bradford in 1734. We 
think she was of Chester, connected with John and Wm. Tol- 
ford of Chester—possibly a sister, as her son Tolford was born 
in Chester although John Durham before and after lived in 
Londonary. According to the history of Londondary, this John 
Durham came from Londondary, Ireland, but there the infor- 
mation stops in our branch of the family at least. At Exeter 
we found the indexes of deeds at the registry but the deeds 
themselves were in Concord. The earliest Durham transfers 
are in 1728 under the name of David, possibly John’s father or 
brother. So you see David is a family name. John first trans- 
fered land in 1734, so we assume he must have been twenty- 
one at that time at least, making him fifty-six at the least when 
he came to Belfast. 

Our city records give the following marriages: Mrs. Isabel 
Durham and John Barnett, 1774; Mrs. Elizabeth Durham and 
James Moore, 1774. I have guessed that the “Mrs.” was an old 
style way of writing “Miss” and that they were daughters, 
also sisters of Tolford and John. 


I am afraid we are not going to get much more information 
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back, but shall persist for awhile. I may get some names Off 
the deeds. 

I hope if any of your family get east you will come to see us. 

My husband’s brother, William, lives in Kansas City, 3814 
Warwick Ave. Our oldest John has just gone west and is in 
Index, Washington. I have in my possession a letter which 
your grandfather, David, wrote to our Uncle Tolford before 
his death, telling of the whereabouts of his family. 

If I find anything more shall be glad to inform you, but am 
afraid we won’t. The grandsons of old John would have known 
probably all the things we now so much want to know. 

With very kindest regards, 
(Mrs. James C.) GERTRUDE F. DURHAM. 


We have had letters from this same lady at various times 
since including the genealogies of the Tolfords and the Gil- 
mores as recorded elsewhere in this volume. 


The following letter, received from the president of the 
Lyon & Healy Music Company: 


RAYMOND E. DURHAM 
64 East Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago 
July 30th, 1930 


DEAR MR. DURHAM: 

I have your kind letter of the 16th enclosing invitation to 
the Reunion of the Durham families. 

I regret to say that I know very little about the Durham 
family or about my forefathers on my father’s side. My father’s 
mother and tather died before he was 8 years old. I know 
that one of my father’s uncles lived somewhere in Iowa and 
visited us in our home in St. Paul when I was a boy, about 
thirty years ago. I know that he had one or two sons. 

My tather was born and raised in Jackson County, in south- 
ern Indiana, in a little town called Vallonia, near Seymore, 

If there are any printed genealogy or lineage charts show- 
ing the descent of the different branches of the Durham tamily, 
1 would appreciate getting a copy if any are available. 

I regret that I do not anticipate being able to attend the 
‘reunion this year. 

‘Sincerely yours, 
RAYMOND E. DURHAM. 


‘Mr. Lyle W.-Durham, Milo, Iowa. 
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JOHN T. MeCRILLIS FAMILY 


John T. McCrillis 


married to 
Harriet M. Jones 


Children 


John §. McCrillis 
married to 
Nettie Goodspeed 


Children 


Charles McCrillis 
married to 
Hattie S. Gould 


Mary McCrillis 
married to 
H. T. Curtis 


Children 


Deaths 


: b. July 10, 1817, Belfast, Maine; d. Sept. 


17, 1898, Tracy, Iowa. 


: Sept. 28, 1856, Belfast, Maine. 
: b. Feb. 22, 1835, Belfast, Maine; d. Mar. 


4, 1899, Tracy. Iowa. 


: James Y. McCrilles, Sept. 3, 1859, Belfast, 


Maine. 


: Jane McCrillis, May 22, 1861, Belfast 


Maine. 


: John S. McCrillis, July 21, 1863, Belfast, 


Maine. 


: Clarinda McCrillis, Sept. 13, 1865, Belfast, 


Maine. 


: Charles McCrillis, July 5, 1867, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: Mary McCrillis, June 28, 1875, Marion 


County, Iowa. 


: July 21, 1863. 

: Dec. 10, 1885, Tracy, Iowa. 

: Tracy, lowa. 

: Clarence McCrillis, Tracy, Iowa. 
: Nora McCrillis, Tracy, Iowa. 


: Tracy, lowa; now Tracy, Minn., 1938. 
: Aug. 28, 1892, Tracy, lowa. 

: Tracy, Iowa. Deceased. 

: No living children. 


- June 6, 1898. 


: Clyde Curtis. 
: Clara Curtis. 


: Jane McCrillis, Dec. 20, 1928. 
: John S. McCrillis, Dec. 13, 1935. 


John S. McCrillis, heir to the History of Belfast, gave us 
the use of the above family record. 
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THE FOLLOWING TAKEN FROM A COLLECTION MADE BY 
H. B. DURHAM, OF CASPER, WYOMING 


The following copy of an original memorandum of an agree- 
ment in the possession of J. P. Durham, Durham, Iowa, was 
made by me June 30, 1913-——H. B. Durham. 


“Memorandum of an agreement made and entered into by 
the undersigned for the purpose of forming a company to make 
an expedition to the territory of Calif., do make and adopt the 
following articles to-wit: 


Art.l. We do agree to furnish an equal portion of the 
necessary amt. for the outfit according to the custom of com- 
panies of similar kind. 


Art. 2. All matters relating to the employment of the com- 
pany and the occupation to be followed shall be decided by the 
majority and no one shall be at liberty to forsake the company 
without the consent of the majority. 


Art. 3. If any of the company are disabled by sickness or 
from any other cause the company is bound to take the proper 
care of any and all such invalids, and in the case of the death 
of any of the company his or their heirs shall be entitled to an 
equal share of the profits accruing from the expedition. 


Art. 4. The company are to be prepared to start onorbefore 
the first day of April next and if any of the company should be 
unable from sickness to start at the proper time of starting 
he shall have the privilege of furnishing a substitute to the 
acceptance of the company, or of selling out his share to the 
company. 


Art. 5. Any of the company failing to comply with any 
of the foregoing articles shall forfeit to the company his pro- 
portion of the outfit and $50.00 besides. 


Signed Feb. 6. 1849. 


TOLFORD DURHAM, D. T. DURHAM, 
CHARLES H. DURHAM, ANSON TRUSSEL. 


(The above copy, taken from data furnished by H. B. Dur- 
ham. See letters on succeeding pages descriptive of the Cali- 
fornia trip.) 
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Durham’s Ford, Iowa, 
April 15, 1849. 
DEAR PARENTS: 


I have not yet received a letter from you and do not ex- 
pect to as we are about to start for Calif. We are about ready: 
and expect to start on the 18th of this Mo. I will give you a 
list of some of the things we carry: 1,000 wt. of flour; 120 of 
sugar; 60 of coffee; 60 of rice; 20 of saleratus and other things 
in proportion. 

We have good rifles one each and 25 lbs. of powder, 100 lbs. 
of lead, pistols and knives, so you see we are prepared to take 
things as we find them. We are to take a good wagon and 
four yoke of oxen. The whole has cost us $700.00 or more, 
that is clothing and all. This will do about Calif. for the pres- 
ent. 


Now for what I have been about this winter: I have been 
sick about three Mo. and confined to the house six weeks. The 
Dr. called it inflamation of the brain, but thanks to my cous- 
ins and the Dr. I am yet among the living and about as well 
as ever. Now about the country: There has been a great 
freshet on the river, and some of the Dutch lost cattle; we un- 
derstood that a family were drowned at the mouth of the river. 
We have had a great deal of snow this winter and spring opens 
sooner than in Maine. It looks green here now. Uncle sowed 
his wheat about three weeks ago, but expect it is spoiled as the 
water has been over it four days. The whole bottom has been 
overflowed, the like was never known here before. 

Our claim I expect we shall lose as we have not been 
able to sell it yet. 

Uncle David’s family is well, and he expects Uncle John 
out here this summer. I have enjoyed myself very well this 
winter except when sick. I begun this letter in the morning 
and this evening Charles got home from Knoxville and brought 
four letters, two for me and two for Anson, and it put me in 
high spirits. I was glad to hear from you, and that you were 
all well. I received the girls’ letter last week, but you had 
not got the one I wrote last and I was afraid you would not 
get it in time to answer, but I have the ans. that is sure. 
Mother, I am coming home but it will be by the way of Calif. 
I should like to have the stockings you knit me, but you must 
save them for me. I am pretty well provided for, it cost us 
more to fit out here than it would in Belfast. We have had 
six girls sewing eight weeks for us four and smart ones at that, 
go you can judge that we are not naked. 

Now you must keep up good courage. I am going on until 
I see harder times than I have yet. I would like to see all 
the folks before I go, but never mind, I expect you will see 
me }F<zfore you want to. 

Father, you can tell Uncle Jonathan that we would be glad 
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to sell our claim, but cannot. We will lose that much without 
any doubt, but we must not get discouraged. 


I think that I will not write any more tonight as I will 
get time to finish before we start. I must finish this page with 
something. 


Father, I want you to look after what little money I have 
in Belfast, and if they should want to take up the note, let the 
money to some one else that’s good for it. You said that you 
did not understand whether we were on shares with the whole 
of the company or with the owners of our team. [I will ex- 
plain: us four: David, Charles, Anson and myself, fit out one 
team, each one paying an equal share in the outfit, and if mak- 
ing anything we will go equal shares in that, and if not mak- 
ing I guess we will go equal shares in that. I think you will 
understand how it is. Sarah, you must write me at San Fran- 
cisco. I think you will if none of the rest do. I should like 
to see Ad & Bill very much. You must take good care of them 
and give them a stick of candy and charge it to me. Mary 
must take good care of yourself and get married as soon as you 
can, but take care and not get fooled. Sarah A. Durham is 
going to send you some love and a lock of her hair & if you 
get it, I think it will be as little as You can do to write her 
and send her some of yours in return, Eliza J. says that she 
is going to bed, and I think she had better for she was up late 
last night. Margret, she doesn’t care whether I write about her 
or not, but she tells me she will write to some of you after we 
are gone. 

Frank & Fred must keep up good fires for the girls. Sarah 
says I have written enough for tonight, so will quit. 


Tuesday evening: I will write a few more lines tonight. 
We have things pretty near ready for a start. We shall get away 
about 12 o’cleck tomorrow. I think there is some chance of 
selling our claim. We have been offered $100.00 and shall take 
that if we can’t get any more. We will lose $12.00 and what 
labor we have done on it. Anson is in better spirits than 1 
have seen him for some time. He has been rather downhearted 
this winter but now he feels better. I like the country well 
enough but if I was going to live here I should like to have 
some of the Belfast faces close by. This has been a very 
cold day, and is freezing hard tonight. I shall be glad when we 
get started for Calif. I will write a few more lines tonight 
and quit. They say you must not stop writing when I am gone, 
for they will always be glad to hear from you, and I wish you 
would for I have been treated more like a brother than anything 
else. 

Mother, you always told me that I would not always find 
your cupboard to go to when away, but I find one here. 

I don’t know what more to write, and guess by the time 
you have finished this you will be glad to quit. 
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. = will not seal this up till we are about starting, so good 
night. 

This is to let you know that we are not gone yet. We 
could not get away yesterday, but will start in about an hour. 

Mary, you can tell the girls that I didn’t get time to write 
them as we work night and day. 

Mother, you must keep up good spirits. I must now leave 
you. Goodbye all of you. I cannot tell when you may look 
for me at home. I shall write every opportunity. So onee more, 
goodbye. 

From your son, 
TOLFORD DURHAM. 
Post Mark written 
Durham’s Ford, Iowa, April 20, 1849. 


(Above copy was written by Wm. B. Durham from copy of 
the original made by C. M. Moore, 1717 E. Sycamore Ave., Eagle 
Rock, California.) 


(Clifton M. Moore, Margret Moore Waite, Gladys E. Moore 
on their way to California, Sept. 20, 1923.) 


OUR EFFORTS TO GET INFORMATION DEFEATED 


Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Nov. 26, 1900. 
H. F. DURHAM, Caloma, Iowa. 
DEAR SIR: 


Sometime ago I mailed to you a card such as the enclosed 
for full particulars concerning your family and ancestry, for 
names, birth dates, etc. So far I have not received a reply. 

Please reply at once and comply as near as you can with 
request on enclosed card and oblige, 


Respt., 
JOSEPH PINCKNEY DURHAM. 
628 E. Eleventh St. 


The forczgoing letter was received by my father. I recall 
my father te:ling me of the letter but as his health was fail- 
ing at the time, he may or may not have answered Mr. J. P. 
Durham’s request. However, as my son and | made 4a trip to 
lNinois and Indiana during the fall of 1923 and while near 
Russellville, Ind. I called on Mr. Ernest Durham, who was 
at the time cashier of the bank at that place. On finding him 
an agreeable man to meet, I later sent him invitatious to at- 
tend our reunion on different occasions, and in 1932 1 received 
a letter from his sister, Mrs. Margret Durham DBPridges, stat- 
ing her brother had passed away sometime previous, but that 
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she and her brother, Andrew E. Durham, of Greencastle, Ind., 
were thinking of coming to our reunion at Grand View Park, 
Des Moines, in August, 1932. Their acquaintance was soon 
acquired and a fine visit enjoyed. He, a son of the Hoosier 
state and a man of hearty stature, made himself known to just 
about every one on the grounds before any one had an oppor- 
tunity to introduce him, having been a politician for several 
years, soon shook hands with every body; brought three of 
his children, Joan, Frank and Jane, all in their teens, and Mrs. 
Bridges, in all a very agreeable delegation. 


We print herewith the following letter, received from Mr. 
Durham after returning home: 


Greencastle, Indiana, 


September 27, 1932. 
MR. W. B. DURHAM, 


Milo, Iowa. 
MY DEAR MR. DURHAM: 


I have your yery kind and thoughtful letter of Sept. 21st, 
relative to the history of the various Durhams in the United 
States. 


It so happens I have received what I presume to be all of 
the Joseph P. Durham data concerning the Durhams. Some 
time after our return from Des Moines, the Fort Des Moines 
Hotel forwarded these papers to me here. They had been ex- 
pressed from Corry, Penn., to me in care of the above Hotel, 
but had come there about two weeks after I left Des Moines. 
Since receiving them, I have barely opened them, J] have been 
so busy. However, I think they tend to show that one John 
Durham came to Maryland direct from Durham, England. The 
time of his coming is probably not given. If my hasty pe- 
rusal is correct, our people spring from him. Eventually, his 
descendants emigrated to Kentucky, thence to Indiana. 

If you would like to look this data over, I shall be glad to 
ask Mr. Joseph P. Durham’s son (who seems to be custodian 
of this data) to permit me to send it to you. There is quite a 
bit of it. Letters and data from Iowa, Texas, Indiana, Orezon, 
Tennessee and elsewhere. Kindly let me know your wishes. 

IT am not personally in the Campaign this year. By that, 
I mean I am not a candidate. I retired voluntarily in 1931 
when I thought I had been favored with the nomination long 
enough. Others in other Counties wanted a legislative experi- 
ence, and I had had the nomination three times consecutively 
for the Senate—a four year office. Prior to that, I had been in 
the House two terms from my own County. Enough, is enough. 
But I am adequately busy. A considerable lot of land, a Bank, 
and a law practice keeps me more than just on the jump. 

We received the group picture in due time. Mrs. Bridges 
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has it. It is excellent for an outdoor picture. The photograph- 
er is to be congratulated. 


Yes, we had a most pleasant time in Iowa. We speak of it 
often. It was a long trip out, and a long one back, but we 
are glad to have been able to make it. You folks are a splendid 
‘people. Honest, candid, and upright. We like you. 


Please accept our sincere thanks for the many kindnesses, 
and the consideration shown us while in Iowa, and kindly ex- 
tend our hearty felicitations to all of the Name. 


Respectfully, 
ANDREW E. DURHAM. 


After receiving the above letter from Mr. Durham I lost 
no time in asking him to send us the data that Mr. Joseph P. 
Durham had collected, but as time rolled on, no papers came, 
so I wrote Andrew E. Accordingly, he again replied, express- 
ing surprise that I had not received the data, as he had wit- 
nessed this son of J. P. Durham’s tell another brother to either 
express or parcels post the data to me at Milo. I had previ- 
ously written to the heirs of Joseph Pinckney Durham for in- 
formation as to the success of his venture, none of my letters 
had been returned, leaving the impression that I might as well 
not write any more. The fact that Mr. J. P. Durham did not 
complete his history of the Durham families of America leaves 
the field open for others. 
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THE MUSICIAN AND HIS HARP 


Oh those chords of magic power 
Take me back to child’s hour, 
To the cott’ beside the sea 
Where I knelt at mother’s knee. 


Chorus: 
Bring my harp to me again, 
Let me sing one gentle strain, 
Let me hear its chords once more 
Ere I pass to yon bright shore. 


But that mother she has gone, 
Calm she sleeps beneath the stone, 
While I wander here alone, 

Sighing for a Brighter home. 


Chorus: 


Now I am nearing the river’s side, 
Soon I'll launch upon its tide, 

Soon my boat with noiseless oar, 
Safe shall pass to yon bright shore. 


Chorus: 


Now my boat is on the stream, 

I can see its waters gleam, 

Now I am uearing the Golden Shore 
There to dwell for ever more. 


Chorus: 
Bring my harp to me again, 
Let me sing one gentle strain, 
Let me hear its chords once more 
Ere I pass to yon, bright shore, 
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THE LESSONS FATHER TAUGHT 


The poets sing of mother 

Her ever-watchful care, 

With face of angel sweetness 
And crown of silver hair. 

But what of father’s feeble step, 
His toil-worn trembling hand? 
Could we forget? God help us, 
To know and understand. 


For father’s heart was tender 
F’en though his manner gruff, 
And many a kindness shown us 
Was. taken for rebuff. 

He toiled, that he might give us 
The brighter side of life, 

Too oft, we failed to thank him, 
Or help him in the strife. 


Too oft we left the burdens 
For father’s back to bear, 

And many times our troubles 
With strangers we would share. 
We failed to see his reasons, 
For many a firm request, 

Now, looking back we plainly see 
That father’s way Was. best. 


When childish pleas and protests 
Are mingled with our own, 
’Tis then we feel the heart-ache 
That father oft has known. 
Amid the daily conflicts 

And changes time has brought, 
’'Tis then we will remember 

The lessons father taught. 


—Mrs. Effie Crawford. 
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